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To the Henenrable Sir 
Richard Browne K* and B, 
Late Refident at the Court 
of France for their Maje- 
ſties of Great Britain 
CnARLES the I and II, 

Gentleman of the Privy- 

12 Chamber, and one of the 

V Clerks of His Majeſties 
moſt Hononrable Privy- 
Council, my moſt honor d 
4 Father-1 In-Lay. 


E SI, 

Anm bold to preſent this 
| liberal Diſcourſe with 
the greater Confidence to 
you; becauſe 0 


The Epiſtle 


to frame it, (importun dasT was | 
by ſeveral Awocations) it may 
with the better grace preſume 
upon your indulgence : There 
is this only which I have infi- 
nite cauſe to regret; that the 
tenuity of the Ohlation, bears 
ſo little proportion to the 
duty, and the ſervice which I * 
owe you: But, though T 
might haply have oppreſsd 
you with a larger Volume, 1 
could not with a more illuſtri- 
ous and becoming Argument; 
nor indeed, made choice of a 
fitter Arbiter then your ſelf to 
determine between us, who ; 
have 'pals'd ſo much of your 
time inthe Publick ſervice of | 

your Prince and Country, and | 
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DazS1rcarorr. 
in a period when 2 Jeſs fleady 
Virtue muſt have ſuccumb d 
under your 8 With 
what fidelity and ſucceſs 
629 0 that 1476 ack 
how honourably you ſupported 
the change during the Nine- 
teen ears ſpace of your ho- 
nourable Character abroad, 
I leave others to report, and to 
the great and moſt illuftrions 
Perſons of this Nation, whoſe 
Loyalties mingled their glori- 
ous misfortunes with Tours: I 
ſay nothing of your hoſpitality, 
and of the Civility of your 
houſe, which cannot be but 
gratefully recounted hy as ma- 


The Epiſtle | 
the circumſtances af thoſe leſs. | 
ning times: And your mode- 
ſiy fince your Royal Maſters 
moſt ſignal Reſtauration ,. has 
made it appear, that — 
ſerv'd him without deſigne, as 
eſteeming your whole Fortune 
a Sacrifice too cheap; to pre- 
ſerve the digaity of a Charge in 
which his Majefties Reputation 
was concern d. I might here 


mention the conſtant Aſylum * 
which the Perſecuted Clergy 
found within your walls upon 
all occaſions 3; becauſe I have 
ſeen the Inſtances, and have 
heard them frequently acknow- 

ledg d beth to your L jen to 
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the Church of England in her 


moſt glorious eftate; at leaſt 
in. che accoum of Heaven; for 


a then the moſt perforated 
Church in the World: But this 


is already recorded by better 


deſcend to 


your other no- 
ble and more 8 


perfonel qualifi- 


cations? That 


amidſt your bu- 


ſie 'Employments 


for the concern 


of Stuner, and 
the intereſd of 
M ingdomes, you 
ſtil} Red correſ- 


pondenee with de 


the 


pale r Sir, The pr the 
or gives to you 

in allufion to that which Jury, 
from the Ark. to Obed Edoms 


houſe, I have a particular obli- 


ation to in, c. 
The publick exerciſe of our 
Liturgy, is the we re- 
flect upo 
gular indulgence ta you, hath, ' 
when chaced out of the Temple, 
took refuge in your Honſe; ſo 
that we have been force 
times to argue from your Ora- 
tory for a viſibility of our Church; 
Your eaſie admiffion of me to 
officiate in it for fome. moneths, 
and your - endeavours to have 
ach an Cent made 
e by in the moſt 
ult Imight have 
1 ſubſiſtence, - 
Y a 12 Prote#ion under your 
d roof, beſide the other 
graces and civilities I had from 


which, by Gods in- 


+ The Epiſtle © 
2 open evi g the: Muſes, and 


. e 
be Er the eonverſation w | 
letter oʒ ſo aswhat 
othersknow but 


at à great di- 
ance, and 
— — 
Ten derive from 
| the Fountaines 
Ales, and have beheld 
what has paſs d in the World 
from the very ſummit of Olywe- 
pus : Thus Xenophon, | Thy- 
cidides, Polybius; Ceſar and 
Tacitus conceal nothing from 
you, who are a Critie both in 
the Greek and the Latine 

ues, as well as in all the 
Languages : To theſe 
I might add the fe: 


* 
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comity of your diſpoſition, the 
temper of your Cuſtames, the 
ſedateneſſe of your Mind, your 
infinite contempt of Vanity and 
gilded appearances; and in 
ſhort, all thoſe Perfection: 
which are the reſult ah a can- 
ſummate Experience, a pru- 
dent and juſt e — the 


- Viciſſztude of things: But I am 


firſt to beg Pardon for this at- 
tempt on. your Modeſty, or ra- 
ther indeed for this imperfe&# 
deſcription. of your Virtues : 
But Sir, I pretend not to ob- 
lige you by your Character, 
but the Public by your Ex- 
ample; and if that have been 


the chief deſign of this little 


Piece to declare it to the World, 
lat- 


| The Epiſtle, 8c. 


I attain my. Purpoſe : You 
have ig with many fig- 
nal Kinde ſſes, with a conti- 
tinu d Affection, a profitable, 
and noble Converſation, and 
in a word, with all theſe in 
One, with an Excellent Wife, 
ro make this juſt Acknowledge- 
ment, and to ſubſcribe my ſelf, 
Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, and 


Son-in-Law, 


J. EyzLy- 


TO nE 
4, 4 
5 * 
READER 
— this Requeſt » Suits ul 
this Account to give of the enſt 
Diſcourſe, Thataris Was 24 
Effekts a very few hours, & err 
| ſory Per, and ig but of « f 
2 The Reader why favorrable tm 
is ſuffrage, and not haſtily pronounce 
againſt the merits of the Cauſe : I de net 
| np te Juftific my diſcretion, that be- 
g Conſcious of my defedts, I wonld preſume 
— 2 ue be fo on but as the 
orelorn, who though refig'd for loſt, 
do ſervice Jet in the day Battel, and 
lead on the refl: I dare afiure the moſt 
inſtructed for Fight, that it will be no dif. 
bonoxr to be o'rethrown by ſuch an Hero; 
who, if I diſcern rightly of bis ſpirit, 
that of bis ſtyle, is tos generous 10 i 
over the Vanquilh'd; and n wil be 
france to refine our Arme, 
I ingenuouſl} acknowledge, th 
ſo many Pens as. the 


_ ____ To the Reader. 
| I find not many that are better cut. 
Dake fide, it muſt be granted, that be 
bas all the Topics and Diſcourſes of almoſt 
all the Philoſophers who ever. writ ; and 
that whilſt be declames for Solitude, I ani 
fore'd to tread the maſt unſrequented and 
ſolitary paths ; and if for that reaſon I have 
2 my ſ a to the 2 e IT 
ave yet purſa d my Antagoniſt, rightly pa- 
rall'd and — „ who bas himſelf laid 
down, and reſum d as . pleas d him; nor in 
'#beſe Prolufive and Oratorious Contenti- 
ons, is the liberty without good Example: 
But that which would beſt of all juſtific me, 
and the ſeeming incoherencies of ſome parts 
of my Diſcourſe, would be the noble Au- 
thors Piece it ſelf, becauſe of the Antitheſis, 
and the forms f bis Applications, But as 
4 ſaid, I ds not pretend to Laurels and 
Palms, but to provoke ſome ſtronger Party 
to undertake our Agreſſor: The War # 
Innocent, and I would be glad this way of 
Velitation and ſhort Diſcourſes upon all Ar- 
guments, in which otber Languages greatly 
ont · do u, might exerciſe our reaſons, and 
improue the Engliſh ſtyle, which yet wants 
the Culture of, her more Southern Neig h. 
bours, and to be redeem d from the pro- 
oer, vun bol refigning it to the Pul- 
pits 
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To the Reader. 
— the 1 a to the negied of the 
— s which made the e 
as 22 ir Eloquence, ar for ibn 
Armes, hy inabPd them to more 
with their Tongues then with their Swards: 
Let ws confider it was but their native L 
guage „ which they familierly nid; and 
owpht to that Perfettion ; and that there 
it nothing ſo courſe and ſtubborn but is po- 
noe by Art. 
i ingenious Stranger for — 
' ons and ſome Words, (yet apt, —5 
inſerted) perſwade me "be is 
ſubject of bis Majeſties ) will je! whe] 4 
aim at; And tbe felicity which we bete of 
graceful adopting ſo many Languages amd 
dioms into our mm, fraftrates al privenices 
4 not payne improving it: This was 
once the deſign of theRoyal Society; avid 
a5 it was worthy their thoughts ; y Fi hope 
they will reſume it: I add nat this, as pre- 
ſuming my ſelf to have attain d the 
me talent in this kind: My buſineſ hes 
* only been the Vindication of az 3 
ſubjedt, and to do honour to | 
— the mean time, twere pricty, if as LL 
ar, that a 4755 t Pe 
2 22 ile 12 for 
is certain, 4 Private bas done for 


M9 


To the Reader. 
But as I perſwade my ſelf, if it wa be bas 


Hover to Retreat from z 

have not the leaſi inclination to it, though 

far want of a better, I have midertsken this, | 
The Gent leinan ir plees#'d to call bis 

Book but an Eflay ; Mine hardly te 

#0 ſo much; which maker me 

will not judee me uncivil, nur 1 — 

Ibaue ſaid in ill part, the nature of 

War conſider d: = — be ſhall efteem 1 1 J 


Important, and biuk fit to Re Tſo * 
for promiſe u offer his Cauſe, Jas J 
cater hw of fever 
that though I world willingly incite ſame 
better Pen to wait on him, that I may fit 
enjoy the diverſion and benefit of bis 
courſes, I will for ever be filent myſ 
after all I have ſaid here to the — 5 
Prefer his S O LIT VDE, | 
J. E. 


Publick Employment, 
AND | 
An Aftive Life 
Preferr'd to 


SOLITUDE. 


T was an ill omen to the 
ſucceſs of his Argument, 
that in ipſo limine, the ve- 
ry Threſhold of his Eſſay, 
he ſhould think to eſta- 
bliſh it upon ſo wide a miſtake 
as what is deriv'd from the ſenſe o 
an impious Poet, and the ſentences 
of a few Philoſophers 3 inſinuating 

by the unconcern'd and inactive 
life of Him who gives life and 
activity to all Beings, that to re- 
ſemble God (wherein conſiſts our 

greateſt perfection) we ſhould fic 
| B ſtill, 
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2 Publick Employment 
ſtill, and do nothing. Piſſolvitur 
De 11a Dei autem religis, ſi ſe credamns Epicuro - 
illa dicenti: Be this our Faith, ſays 
LaFantius, and farewell Religion: f 
And if emmius be perſwaded to 
gratifie his Eaſe, by being made 
believe that the ſupreme Arbiters 
of our actions would take little 
notice of them, it was no conclu- 
ſion to the more illuminated Chri- 
tian, that to approch the tranquil- 
lity « of the Deity, men ſhould pur- | 
ſue their Eaſe, or hide their Ta- 
lents in a Napkin. God is always 
fo full of Employment , that the 
moſt. accurate Definers of him, 
ſtile him to be AF purus, to de- 
note his eternal and incomprehen- 
ſible activity, Creating, Preſerving, | 
and Governing: alwaies doing Ju- 
ſtice and giving Laws, rewarding | 
the Vertuous, and defending the 
Innocent. For what Cicero affirms | 
of the Philoſophic life, relates to 
their Science, not their Solitude; 
and 


and ſo. indeed the Conſe 


preferr'd to Solitude, © 
lence.gf 

our Duty, joined with our perfor- 
mance of it, renders' us like our 
Maler, and therefore "rightly in- 
ferr'd by Plutarch, that the lives of 3 
Great Perſons ſhould reſemble that E 
of the Gods, who delight in ſuch : 
ations as proceed from benefi- 

cence, and doing good to others; 

ſince the contemplation of it alone 

was ſuperior to all other ſatisfa- 

ctions: But what if the ſame Cz- 

cero tell us in another place, that 
thoſe-who do nothing conſiderable 

io this world,are to be reputed but 

as ſo many dead men in it? Aibi CH 

enim qui nibil agit, eſſe omnino non 88 

videtur, ſays he; and what is yet 

more remarkable, as tis oppos d 

to what he ſeems to preſs from the 

lazy Deity of Epicuras: Certainly, . 

God that. would not permit the ' 

Morlid it {elf to remain in Idea on- 

ly, but publiſh'd and brought it 

forth to light by * nobleſt 

2 


of 


NT "0 


| | | | 7 
4 rabuick Employment „ 
of all his actions (for ſuch was its 
educing out of nothing,) and that 

Sen. 2. 2. of ſeven whole days and nights, 
repoſed but one himſelf; and has 
been ever ſince preſerving and go- 
verning what he made; ſhews us 
us by this, and by the continual 
motions of the Stars, and revo- || 
lutions of the heavenly Bodies, 
that to reſemble him (which is the 
ſum of felicity)we ſhould alwaies 

be in adbtion, and that there is no- 

© thing more agreeable to his na- 
ture. If we have recourſe to the 
myſtick Theology of the Antients, * 
we ſhall find there alſo, that even 
Minerva could not conceive with- * 
out the operations of Yulcan, * 
which fignifies. labour and the 
active life, no more than Jupiter 
himſelf; and that Hercules was not * 
admitted into the Celeftial Courts, * 
till he had firſt produc'd the ro- 
phies of his heroic atchievements: 
To this all the 24thology of the 

Hea- 
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* preferr d to Solitude. 
Heatben refer ; and therefore 
| doubtleſs, if Beatitude be our ſum- 
mum bonum (as all conſent it to 
be) twas well ſaid of the Phileſo- 
pber, iuduluorla Spalts War, that Bea. 2 4 
titude was Action, and that 4G; Eg 2 
by way of tranſcendency, was pro- 12 3 
per only to Man. = I 
But to purſue the method of our I 
ingenious Author, whileſt he is thus of -: 
eloquently declaming - againſt k 
Publick gr Fame, Com- 
mand, Riches, Pleaſure, Converſa- 
tion and all the topics of his Frox- 
tiſpiece, and would perſwade us 
wholly to retire from the active 
World; why is he at all con- 
cern'd with the empty breath of 
Fame, and ſo very fond of it, that 
without remembring the known 
ſaying, Nemo eodem tempore aſſequi 
poteit maguam famam, & magnam 
ſquietem, would have men celebra- 
ted for doing nothing? Verily 
there is more of Ambition and 
B 3 empty 


gen. Ey. 8 Gloriari otio iners ambitio eſt, Tis 
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Publick, Employment 

empty glory in ſome Solitude: and 
affected Retreats, than in the moſt 
expos'd and conſpicuous actions 
whatſoever : maar not only 
in publick places, and pompous 
ein anſtencss z but at home; and 
in the interior lifes Heremits them - 
ſelves are not recluſe enough to 
ſeclude that ſubtile ſpirit, Vanity: 


a moſt idle ambition to vaunt of 
idleneſs, and but a meer boaſt, to 
lie concealed too apparently; 
fince it does but proclaim a deſire 
of being obſerved : wouldſt thou 
be indeed Retir d, ſays the Phzloſo- 
Pher, let no man know it: Ambi- 
tion is never buried; repreſs'd it 
may be, not extinguiſh'd. 
Neocks brother to Epicurus, as 
Sidas tells us, was the Father of 
that wary expreſſion, Latenter effe - 
vi vendum, whence Balxac aſſumed 
it: What ſays Plutarch? Even he 
that ſaid it, ſaid it that he might be 
| known: 


known: I will not add ho ſe- 
verely he purſues. it ( becauſe our 
Author may be concern d, that a, 
ſecond Impreſſion has (Im told) 
- tranſmitted us his name) but if it 
be the property of thoſe who are 
exceſſively ambitious themſelves 
to redargue the glory and dignity 
of their Corrivals, that they alone 
may poſſeſs it 3 the | reſemblance 
was not inept, which compar'd 
thoſe decriers of Publick, Employ- 
ment to the Slaves in Gallies, 
whoſe faces are averſe from the 
place to which they tend, and ad- 
vance forward, whileſt they ſeem 
to go backwards. That which ren- 
ders Publick Employment culpable, 
is, that many affect Greatneſs, few 
Vertue, for-which honours are. a- 
lone deſirable; be good and you 
cannot be too popular, commu- 
nity makes it better; for permit 
me to affirm,' that there is an ho- 
nourable and noble ambition, aud 
B4 nothing 
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nothing I think which more di- 
ſtinguiſhes man from brutes, 

their low and uſeleſs appetites; : 

- whileſt this wngevxia, this deſpi- l 
fing gof ory is the mother of. 

ſoth, and of all unworthy actions: 

Well therefore did the Philoſo- 

pher aſſign its contrary, Magnanj- 

Heri, its, and even ſome ſort of Ambiti- - 
ih. 41 on too, a kind of rank amongſt the 
Eud. c. 5. Virtues: and we know Contempt; 
fame, conte uni virtutes, and that 

even life it ſelſ( if the circumſtances 

be handſome) will be parted 
withall to preſerve it. | 

But let us ſuppoſe the motives 

why men purſue greatweſs, to be 

ſome of the particulars here enu- 
merated: may we not as well 
afirmCelador flies it for the appen- | 

dant burt hen, and becauſe tis ex- 
penſive, out of cloſeneſs and ava- 

rice, humour, or want of ability? 

fome grow ſullen and peeviſi that ' 

they be not adyanc'd ; others are 

ID naturally 


y Hype riacs ans Sa- 
curnine, tempers of the yr 
But when opulent & g oe 
ye he) undertake Char- 
ges, the very rabple — ſo much 
of e as to condemn them 
for Nd; when Ph;loſophers, they 
ſerve their Country, not their in» 
clinations, & c. None indeed but 
the rabble make ttiat Jud ana. ork 3 


for commonly 
think all others like — Hee Z 
and when Philoſophers pretend it, 
it ſeems by him they ares be 
Philoſophers, and then tis no mat- 
8A they ſay. The truth is, 
men then begin to praiſe ; Retire- 
ment, when either no longer vigo- 
rous and capable to act, that their 
ſpirits and bodies fail; th h | 
age, infirmity, and decay of ſen 
or when they cannot l 
attain to what they aſpirez which 
ſufficiently juſtifies the preference 
hr ory ſince to be thus 


happy, 


19 


eee 
happy, they muſt firſt begin to 


traffick ſo dearly for Solitude, bur 
for his Eaſe, and the difference is 
wide between them: If to be 
owner of a ſtately bonſe, to be 

bravely furniſb d, to have a fair La- 
dh, a rich Coach, and noble Reti- 
aue; if to eat good meat, drink 
the moſt generou- Wine, and make 
more noile amidſt his jolly friends, 
than ever he did either at Sea, or 
the Camp, be a Merchavt or a Soul- 
diert Solitude; who would not 
deſire the pretty Retreat which he 
deſcribes? For this (Itake it) tis 
that both Merchants plow the 
Seas, that Lawyers break their 
brains, and Soxldjers fight battels: 
in ſum, to live at eaſe, and ſplen- 
A who before, and whileſt 

employ d, were the Pillars and 
Ornaments of their Country. 
When Cæſar is brought for an in- 
ſtance, eliquando licebit . mihi 
' Prvere, 


 Livere, were it poſſible to wreſt ĩt 
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to the ſenee of this argument; it 

ought yet ſo far to diſſwade us 

from the purſuit of his example, as 

tis perfectly oppoſite to anEvange- 

lical, as well as moral poſition: No, j 
mas (faith 8. Paul) lives to himſelf; 7 
No enam, ſays Cicero, is born for 
himſelf: 8 the great Au- 
guſtus had learn d that leſſon too 
well to affect repoſe for himſelf on- 
ly ; or with an intention to relax 
the excellent Government which 
rendred that age of his ſo happy 
above others: He knew Juſtice and 
Fortitude were active Vertues, and 
that Princes are Shepberds, whoſe 
function tis not to play all day on 


the pipe, and make love to Ama- 


rills; but to attend the good of 
their flock : Nor indeed ſhould 
they trifle their hours in giving 
audience toBonffoons, or ſport with 
Apes: Would it become an Em- 
peror , who ſhould march before | 
| Legions, 


Public Employment” | 
Legions, and give Laws to King- 
doms, to play with Cockle-ſpells, 
or be ſtabbing Fhs, when Ambaſ- 
ſadors are attending him, as Domi- 
tian did? For what can this ibi 
vivere leſs ſigniſie in a Prince, 
whoſe greateſt glory proceeds 
from «ions, profitable and pub- 
lick, and to live for others, ſuch as 
renown'd the memory of this gal- 
Jant Hero? whileſt the reſt aban- 
doning themſelves to eaſe, effemi- 
nacy, and phantaſtick pleaſures 
(like Tiberius in his Caprie) be- 
came the pity of their age, and 
the ſubjects of Tragedy and Satyr: 
Ceſar then breath d after Retire- 
ment for relaxation only, and that 


be might revert to his charge with 


the more courage and vigour: 
Thus Scipio and Lelius went apart, 
thus Cicero and Varro, and not to 
ſing Yerſes to the Foreſts and 
Rocks, and dialogize with Echoes, 
the entertainments of Solitude. 
| Net- 


preferr d to Solitude. 
Neither does he leſs erre in pre- 

ferring it to publick buſineſs in re- 
ſpect of dignity; ſeeing that which 
takes care for the being of ſo many 
Societies, is infinitely more honou- 
„ rable than what has only regard 
ta ĩt ef; and if his Logic hold, 
- | quodeffecit tale eſt magir tale, thoſe 
are moſt to be reputed happy, who 

render others ſo; ſince and 
Nature come under the confidera- 
tion: Could his happy mer remain 
in that deſirable eſtate, without the 
active lives of others to protect 
bim from rapine, ſeed and ſupply 
bim with Bread, Cloaths, and de- 
cent neceſlaries? For tis a grand 
- | miſtake to conceive, that none are 
employ d, but ſuch as are all day 
on barſe- back, fighting Battels, or 
ſitting in Tribunals: What think 
| you of Plow-mer and Artificers? 
 } nay the labours of the braiz that 
+ excogitates new Arts, and produce 

ſo many uſeful things for humane 

| Lo- 


14 Publick, Employment 
Society, oppoſed to our Genilemau- 
hawker and Hunter, who riſes: ſo 
early and takes ſo much pains to ſo 
little purpoſe? A good Architect 
may without great motion ope- 
rate more than all the inferior 
Workmen, who toil in the Quarries 
and dip their hands in .\avortar 5 _ 
and when the Hiſtorian had fum'd 

« 71; qud up a world of gallant perſons 'who 
Zunge 51 fought bravely for their Country, | 
2« dre he did not eſteem thoſe tobe les 
prog employed who iſervd it by their | 
Connſel: The Common wealth is an 
aſſembly regulated by active Laws, 
maintain d bycommerce, diſciplin d 
by Vertue, cultivated by Arts, } 
which would fall to univerſal con- 
fufion and ſolitude indeed, with- 
out contĩnual care and publick in- 
tendency {/ andi he that governs as 
he ought, is Maſter of a good Trade 
in the beſt of Poets ſenſe as well as 
mine: . ; 
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govern well, ID net 
Be theſethe Arts, in which than ys what 
excell;, - © 71% n | P 
Subjects to ſpare, and the bold Rebels E 


For when Epicurus (who choſethe 
private life above all) diſcourſes 
of Publick, Miniſters, he is fore d 
to acknowledge that to be at 
Helwe, is better than lying along 
in the Ship; not as tis indeed more 
honourable and conſpicudus alohe, 
but becauſe tis more noble beweff- 
cium clare, quam accipere and the 

ſentence is of God as well as H d .. 

For ſo the 4poitle, it is mort blef- 45 
ſed to give than to receive: But tis 
not for nothing, that Patron of the 
Idle, does now and then ſb much 
celebrate action, and Publick En- 
ployment : ſince unleſs ſalèa ſit Ref 
publica, the Commonwealth be ſe- 
cure, 


lee  w pra wy 
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ern 


Pablick Employment : 
cure, even the ſlothful man himſelf 
cannot enjoy his ſſo dd. 

We may with more juſtice con- 
demn the ambition of Pyrrbus than 
derive any advantage from his re- 
ply.: For my part I think we are 
obliged to thoſe glorious Conque- 
rors for the repoſe, knowledge and 
morality they bave imparted to 


usz when but for their Atchiev- 


ments and heroic: actions, more 
than half the #orld had ſtill re- 
mained barbarous, and the uni- 
verſe but one vaſt Solitude indeed. 
The ATivity of men does beſt co- 
ver their frailties : Arts and Indu- 
ſiry having ſupplyed that which 


Nature has denyed us; and if Feli- 


city confiſt in Perfection, certainly 
whatever makes us to approch it 
neereſt, renders us moſt happy. 
But hh Viſe- man, wit conſiſts it 
ſeems in repute only: I hed ra- 


ther be wiſe than ſo reputed; and 1 


then is this no more advantage 
| 00 


EP ? 


preferr'd to Solitndle: 
to Solitude, than the Melancholy. 
and Silence he ſpeaks of; the one 
being the baſeſt of humors, and 
the other the moſt averſe from In- 
ſtruction, which ĩs the Parent of 
Virtue: whilſt Felicity in this ar- 
tiele, appears the reſult of cheat; 
and impoſture, and in making 
„men ſeem what indeed they are 
notzwhereas «iv: perſons produce 
themſelves to the world, and are 
fooner:to be judged what they are 
by what they ao, according to 
that, well known teſt Oflicium in- 
dicat virum. As therefore truth 
is preferable to hypocrifte, ſo is Ein- 
ployment before this Solitude Had 
he affirm'd Peace was better than 
mar, he had gaind my ſuffrage 
even almoſt to an jut one; but 
whilſt his antitheta are Solitude 
and Exployment to ſtate the pe- 
rid. of. felicity, he as widely mi- 
ſtakes, as one that ſhould affirm 
from the Text, that the ilk and 
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Publick Employment 


| honey of Canaan dropp d into the 
mouths of the Iſraelitet without a 


ſtroke for it; whilſt it colt ſo ma- 


ny years travels in the Deſert, and 
bloudy battels, and that the wiſet 


and happieſt men in it, were the. 


moſt active, and the moſt employ d. 
e of 


To inſtance. in the p 1 
Statet men, breathing after ſelf-en+, 
joyment, and that to, poſſeſs it a 


moment, they are even ready to 
diſoblige their deareſt intereſt; 
is not certainly to commend Re- 


tirement, but declame againſt it. 


Had David been well employ d, 
fair Bat hſbeba had waſh'd in her 
Garden ſecurely, and poor VDriabd 
out-liv'd many a hard Szege - 'Tis 7 
an old ſaying, and a true one, Que 
Diabolus non invenit occupatum, ip- 


ſe ocenpat, the Devil never leaves 
the 1dle unbuſied: But if Nature, 
Inclination and Pleaſure vote (aas 
Is pretended) for Solitude; even 
the moſt contemplative men wil 4 

| tell 
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tell us, as well 
Divines, that Nathre is depra 
Inclination propenſe to Evil, 


1 they ay take time 
and couſider; the fault is not in 


the ſteps; but the intemperance of 


the Perſon: Thoſe who indeed 
arive to greatneſs by their Yices, 
fic in fippery places, whilſt Yirtue 
only is able to ſecure her favo- 
rites: and in theſe ſublimer Orbs, 


if men continue humble, and go- 
vern their paſſions, amidſt the 
JF temptations of Pride and Info» 
lence; if they remain generous, 


chaſt, and patient againſt all the 
aſſaults of avarice, diflolution , 
and the importunity of Clients 3 

| C 2 how 


Publick, Employment. 
how. does fuch m Perſom example 
improve the wotld; illuſtrate, and 
adorn his ftatton? how infinitely 

exceed the Miſers Diamond and all 
his tinſell, which ſizes indeed, 

but is lock d up in the dark, and 
like the Candle is ſet under à hu- 
ſhet?' Men of Parts ſhould: pro- 

duce their talents, and not. enclo- 

ſing themſelves as conjurert within 

their Circles, raiſe a thouſand! me- 
lancholy: devils that: per vert their 
abilities, and render them, if not 
dangerous, aſcleſs to their genera - 
tion. Anaxagoras was a wary Per- 
ſon, yet he convers d with Peri- 
cles; Plato with Dion; Panetius 
with Scipio; Cato with Atbenodo- 
rus, and Pythagoras with all the 
World: Would. Philaſophers be 
more active: and Socratical ; Prin- 
ces and Great men would become 
Philoſophers, and States conſum- 
ezately happy 3, You know who ſaid 
ie: The truth is, 4 Wiſe man 38:4 
Per- 
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prefer dfo'Solitude. © 2t 
perpetas Nlagiſtrate and never Plas 
a private Perſon ; Not one Cry, 
vr pluee but the World is his domi- 


nion: Whilſt - thoſe who introduce 
| the example of Diucleſian, and the 
; fife Charles, to juſtifie the honour 
+ and delices of Retitement, take 
4 for the One a proſcribd Prince, 
4 whoſe former tyrannies had de- 
riv d him of a Kingdom, and his 


ears of a" reſumptien; and for 
the onber, a decrepid old Emperor, 
r whoſe hands were ſo unable to 
t manage a Sceprer, that, as one tells 
us, he had not ſtrength enough to 
open a letter; not to inſiſt on his 
i- other-infirmities, and ſuſpicion” 
„which induc'd the more” partial 
- Hiſtorians to write; he did it 
e plainly to prevent an ungrateful 
de violence; or (as others) out of 
= indignation to ſee himſelf fo far 
el outdone by our Engliſo * Harry. * 7, ſdeg- 
2 
ee 
| C 3 What- 


" rublick e | 
Whatever, motive it were (ſor 
there are mor 9 ſo far was © 
this felicity fr iling on thoſe 
who acted rbo Fe Scene ; that the ye- 
i grimaces of fortune alone, foakr 
them from ſociety and the 
lick, as to king themſelves 
whilſt they were living. I will 
ſay nothing of another Pageantry 
reſembling this, which bas bap- 
ned in our own times; becauſe | 
the frailty of the Sex carries 
more of excuſe with it. But ijt 
ſeems no retreat can ſecure Great- 
#eſe from the Cenſures and Revenge | 
of thoſe they have ance injur d; 
and therefore even Solitade it ſelt 
is not the Ahlum pretended: But 
that which can belt protect us, ia, 
and that certainly is Grandeur, as 
ors out of 7 _ ntl 4 
Ohupus top. Alem the King 1 
30 70 was wont to ſay i uouſ- 3 
ly, that whilſt he was doing .- 
Phang, he differ d nothing from his 
Groom 


pale 8 . 729 88 


Gram; and Plutarch exceedinj 
eproves this ſhameful abdzcatio 
of Prince: without cauſe ; What 
4 diſhonour (ſays he) had it been 
for efflaus us, Numa, Darins, Peri- 
cles, Solow, or Cato'to have caſt off 


their Diadems, torn their Purple; 


and broken their Scepters in pieces 
for the deſpondency of a Dzocleſſ- 
an? or to have given place to 
proud and aſpiring Boys >? How 
was Caius Gracchns reproch'd but 
for retiring from his Charge a lit- 
tle, though on the death of his own 
Brother ? If ever ſuch Retreat, be 
juſtifiable, tis when Tyraxts are at 
Helm, and the Common-weelth in 
the power of cruel perſons : Men 
the wicked ( lays 8. olomon) riſe, men 29 Pro. a8. 


_ bide themſelves: then, bene vixit, 


bene qui latuit: if it were not yet 
infinitely more laudable with De- 


 moſihenes, even then to be moſt 


ative, and endeavour its reſcue : 
For things can never arive at that 
N C 4 pals, 
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Publick, Eurplarmert 
pals, ut null; acłioni honeſt æ. ſit oy 
cus ; tis Senecas inference from 
the bravery. of Socrates, Who re- 
ſiſted no leſs than thirty of thoſe 

Athenian Monſters-together.; and 
how many thzrtys more, gur glo- 
rious Prince. did not deſiſt to op- 
poſe, we have liv'd. tq ſee in the 
fruits of our preſent felicity; and 
to the eternal renown of that il- 
luſtrious Duke, who ſo ręſolutely 


urneſtled the late Juncg qi Iniqui- 


ty. Turpe eſt. cedere oneri, is a 
weakneſs to truckle under a bur-, 
then, and be weary of what. we 
have with good advice underta- 
ken: He is neither worthy. nor 
valiant, that flies bapneſs, but whole. 
ſpirit advances in courage, with 
the preſſure and difficulties of his 
Charge: Were it not gallant ad- 
vice (ſays Plutarch)) to diſſwade 
Epaminondas from taking care of. 
the Army? bid Lycurgas enact no 
more wholeſome Laws? and S: 
5 crates 
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ad never given Terxes a repulſe: 
Had che Roman ſtill flighted C. 
millus, where had that renowned 
City been? If Plato had not known 
Dios, Sicily had yet groan d under 
Tyranny ;: But as the light not on- 
ly makes us Ab to each other, 
but alſo renders us mutually xſefwl; 
ſo the being publick, and conſpi- 
cuous to the World, does not on- 
ly acquire glory, but preſents us 
means of illuſtrating our Virtues; 
whilſt thoſe who through ſſotsb, or 
diſndence - never exerciſe them - 

5 7 | ſelves, 


000 


ſelves, "Woah t off 
have good 1 in ghar yet they 72 
none. 
Indeed the reralſ in Sith eau · 
fed the moſt able Stateſwer to re- 
tire themſelves ; becauſe they | 
would not be ſubject 2 | 
ring humour of thoſe | 
ho who affected a rotation i = 
Publick Affairs; by which | 
means experienced 7 
laid afide, thoſe Pretenders to the 
Politics, had in a ſhort time ſo con- 
founded things together, that the 
very People > Whis aſſiſted to the 
Change, were thefrft thut courted 
them to —_— 75 power fy ie 4 
rogating that fbi Law 5 
tenſe! Ives had more fooliſhly ! 
enacted : To the like — ; 


had the Athenian 0 rhe. op ner 
reduced that once } 
lick: and what had like to be 1255 3 
Cateſtrophe even of this our Nation, | 
upon the ſame model (when "> 1 
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Men. may he employed, hough 
not all asg hag ing 
e Wah ba 

tion in, the ruveaen 
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} iy 1 dow arived to the ſecond 
| 4 — which commences with tha 
xiety of great aud Publick Per: 

; 2 u . — To ok 
5 oy cord Mut, Jo this I 3 
rejoin, That we can ſo J 
wy pregnant jinftexcer of the I 
contrary, 5 
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| Well Antiquity can hardly parallel 
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Never was ãdvetſe Fortuſſe en- 
countred with greater fortttude 
and gallantry, than when ſo ma-? 

ny brave lil ? wht yon ke ; 

ng of ther Goods; ſeqmeſtring 
ere e Jer ſub⸗ 

Panice, impriſoning their bodit . 
Ilog their Ke lat iont, ald ul that 
can be named Calamity,to preſerve 
their Loyaliy and their Region: 
In ſum, when or Prinzes ſubmit- 
ted to the Ae, and our Hero: to the 
Hultar; whileſt we beheld people 
of 'meaner Fortunes; and private 
condition, lovers of Solitude and 
Eaſe, (repining at every inconſide- 
rable loſs)proſtitute both their Ho- 
our and Conſeiente,” to preſerve or 
recover, what they but feared the 
loſs of, and this Elogy is due to 
thouſands of them yet ſurviving. 
I acknowlege that the ambitious 
Perſon is in his ſenſs a botrompleſe-pirz © 
0 and 
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They ſell us repeſe too deatly Gyn 


prtferr d 10 Solitude. 


and that 'Ingratitude and Treaſon i | 2 
are too often pay'd for ſavour aue _ 


good Offices: Though Thavelike- 

wile aſſerted in what circumſtances -- 
even Ambition it: (elf is laudable, 

and may be ſtiled a Vertue: But 
have Private men no thoughts ol 
amplifying, their Fortunes, and et 
purchaſing the next Lordſbip?. Mar 
rying, not to ſay ſacriſieing tlieir 
children to the next rich Heir, 
and marketing for the Portion? Is 
there not in the beſt governed Fa- 
milies of Country Gentlemen: , as 
much purloyning, ingratitude, and 
infidelity amongſt their few Ser- 
vants and ſmall Retinue (not to 
mention ungraciqus and diſabedi- 
ent Children) as in the greater Oe- 
conomy of a Commonmealih, pro- 
portionably ſpeaking? Where is 
there more emulation, contention, 
and canvaſing, than in the remoten 
Villages, or next good Towng? 


Bert f ; | pur gd A 
win ax the rae of ee, and addy | 


inſtance : If, fays he,thoſe | | 


ployment, enjoy the fere-* | 
nity of mind, abe ould doubes* 
Jeſs Women be of all other the” 
eſt lambs in the world, ard” 
and [rranquiſie, — 
T 3 t 
fir out of their Houſes 3 yet we 
nd tho contrary ſo notorious, and 
this gentle Sex (whom ſo much as 
the .wind dares not blow on) as 
full of en T, anxiet 5 
louſſe, an pr as thoſe e 
moſt o « al converſe in Publick; 
and are men of buſineſs. And 
therefore we are not to ee 
felicity and repoſe from the multi- 
tude and number of Affairs, but 
from the temper and vorne of the 
3 beſides that, tis ofren as * 
to omit the doing well: * hy 
| aro ear and _ wiſe * 
tates 


— — 


3 leaſt meddle in Publick Eee! 


| 8 in a words 

were all the = one 

Convert, we might all be contenes 

ed, and all be happy; but this is 

an. Idea no where exiſtant on 

this fide Heaver; and the Hard OF 

may as well ſay, 1have.no' need of 18 + 

the Feet, and the Ears, I laue 

need of the Eye, as the World be 
overned without theſe 
bordinations. Men muſt be pro- 

hibited all rational C 

and ſo come under the — of 

brutes, to have no apperiter be- 

ſidess eating and drinking ; no paſ · 

font, fave the — I have 


known as great animoſities | 
——— ES] 


3 
el 
Is 


a: = 
of ſpirit, partiality, ſenſe of ih, 2 
ry, and revenge upon trifſing occa- 
fions and ſuggeſtions, as ever Lob- 5 
ſerved in the greater and more bus). 
ſied world: "Twas. evident that 
the Lacedemoni an: were more 
proud of their mean Apharel at 
the Ohympic Courſes, than the: moſt 
ſplendid Rholliant in all their bra- 7 
very and clinquant; and Socrates, | 
ſoon ſpied: the inſolence of a 
ſlovenly Philoſopher through hi- 

tatter'd mantle: The dynic in his 

Tub curriſnly flouted the Eaſtern 
| Monarch, and deſpiſed. his purple 
that ſecluded him from the com- 
mon beams of the Sun. He ought to 
be a wiſe and good man indeed 
that dares truſt himſelf alone for 9 
Ambition and Malice, Luſt and Sn. 3 
perſtition are in Solitude, as incheie Þ 
Kingdom: Ferit ſtulta, fays rwe J 
Receſs is loſt to a Fool, or an ill 
man; and how many weak beads 
. e in the world for one l. 1 
ereet 


. 4 Ig FO 


- hci rude. 
cet Perſon / 11 was N 
Di ciple of Stiſpon, t 1 
nor oſe walker, take heed he 1a 
ed not with a Fool: ſome men, ſays 
Ezicketus, like unskilfull Muſicians 
fing no where tolerably but in Cotte 
ſort; and tis noted he muſt have an 
excellent voice that can charm the 
ear alone, which renders them fo 
difficult to be entreated. There 
are few Plants that cin nouriſh 
themſelves with their own juice 5 
Every mangrinds 1 indeed, but the 
Jy mill that has no Corn in it, grinds 

either chaff, or ſets fire on it 

ſelf. 

But he declames only againſt the 
molt conſpicuous Vices3 and eve: 
ry defect! in the brighter Lamina EE. 

riet is obſerved, whileſt the lewd ks 
IJ receſlesof 7. yberins ecli ſed none 3. f. 5 
IJ of his prodigious. ade ess 80 82 2 
true is that of the Talg, 
wherever men abſeond chemlelyes 
kutane mileries,or their vices find 
D them 
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Publick Employment 3 


them out and ataque them : Mul? Y 


ta intus (ſays he) many things 
within us enflave us, even in the 
midſt of Solitude. Were hot tbe 
greateſt Philoſophers, nay the ver 
Fathers of them ſeverely taxec 
for the loweſt pleaſures, and the 
fins not to be named? Seneca 
himſelf eſcaped not the cenſure of 
Covetons and Ambition; Pliny of 
exceſs of Curioſity, Epicurus of | 
Riot; Socrates of Pæderaſlie; The- 
auiſtocles of Moroſity ; all.of them 
of Vanity, Contempt and Faſtidi- 
onſueſs. HSE E 
To the inftance of great mens 
ſubmiſſions to the commands of 
Princes, be they juſt or unjuſt, it 
holds well had the diſcourſe con- 
cern'd Thrants only and Barbari- 
ans; but to produce that Exam- 
ple of Parmenio, and Cleander, is 
a to quit the ſubjeF, and borroẽw- 
the extravagance of a mad 
and a drunkard, to decry Y 
| an 
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and States men, who are the m 


| he moſt 

conſpicuous examples of tenpe - 
rance: But I proceed to the Ma- 
xime e If nothing be worally good 
which labours of the leaſt defect, 
then fo long as his Celador is not 
an Angel, he does no more come 
within the firſt part of the Defini-: 
tion, than the greateſt and moſt 
employ d Perſon living; and if he 
inſiſt upon degrees, I anſwer; he 
lyes not under the ſame temptati- 
on, and therefore neither can he 
pretend to approch his merit: 
but if I prove the moſt diabolical 
Arts, and curſed Machinations to 
have been forg'd by Perſons of the 
molt obſcure condition, and hatch'd. 
by the Sons of night, recluſe, and 
little converſant in affairs, I ſhall 
infinitely diftrefs. that opinion of 
its virtue or advantage; for being 
either happy in it ſelf, or render- 
ing others ſo. The Aionles have. 
been ſo dextrous at the Knife, and 
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36 Pablick Employment 
other: arts of miſchief, that they 
have not trembled to make the 1 
holy and ſalutary Euchariſt the ve-. 

bicle of deſtruction, when they 

had any Rings to diſpatch and put 

out of the way; and have made 

ſuch, havock ale the French Henrys, 

that but for theſe ſolitary: birds, 

thoſe Prixces might have ſurvid'd 
all their ſad misfortunes : It was 
not for nothing that 3 J 

r Reg.12. withdrew ſo long into Agpt, 
—— Kingdom of Darkneſs ) F e 8 
he contriv'd the defection of no i 
teſs than ten whole Tribes at a Z 

clap; and how much miſchief, 7 
fin,and bloodſhed it caus d, the Sa- 
cred Story has accurately 'record- | 1 

ed: The blackeſt treaſors have 

been forged in the Cloſets and: 
gloomy receſles; Who is not a- j 

maz'd at the very image and 

thought of the Gun. pomder Con- 
ſpiracy ! carried on and eie, + 
ted by the Devil, and a erf 2 8 
thele 
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preferr'd do Solitnde. - 

theſe Solztary Spirits! "Twas but 
an Arian Monk, und an obſeute 
Jew who firſt encourag'd- and in- 
ſtructed that mighty Tmpoſtor e- 
caſioning more evil in the Chriſtian 
Church and State than was ever 
done by all the Hrants ſince it Be- 
gan: fer it ſpawn'd not only da 
Hereſy, but Blaſphemy 5 razing the 
Chriſtian name out of almolt halt 


the World and the iſſues of the 
cell are to this day conſpieueus in 


the Fire and the Sword which has 
deſtroy'd not - Cities only, "brit 
whole Empires, and made more 


 Fatherleſs and Widows, more defo- 


lation and confuſion; and done 
more harm to Leiters, than gan be 


recounted ; nor did: the uttermoſt 


machination of the greateſt Perſon 
in Earployment, ever approch what 


one Monk (er on foot out of his 


holy Den, that ever I could read 
in ſtory 3 and what are all our tru- 
culent Champions of the Fift- dio- 

9 narchy 
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and Employment 
_ #archy amongſt us at this day, bus 
ſo many Perſons who ſeem to be 
the moſt ſelE-denying people, and 
the higheſt affected with Solitude 
and devout Enthuſeſme, deſpiſi 
Honors, and publick Charges, — 
they breathe nothing lave ruine 
and deſtruction? They are the 
cloſe, ſtagnate and cover d Waters 
Which ſtink moſt, and are fulleſt of 
mud and ordure, how calm and 
peaceable ſoever they ſeem upon 
the ſurface; whilſt men of rag 
and pxblick ſpirits, deſcending as 
from the higheſt rocks and —. 5 
nences, though they fomerimes | 5 
make a noiſe, have no leiſure to 
corrupt, but run pure and ih. 
out mixture: There is an heav 
wo denounc'd in Scripture to th 
who thus ſetle on their Lees : Ph; 4 4 
ſitians tell us the body is no — 
in health, than the blond is in mo- 
tion and duely eirculate. aui, 
Is the felt of lite, and * the 
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preferr d to Sulitud 
life of Acbios: All things in hea- 
ven are in wotjon, and though tis 
there only that we can pxomiſe rey 
poſe to our ſelves; yet neit her 
dare I ſay, we ſhall do nothing 
there; fince the admĩration of the 
beatifical Viſion will certainly take 
up and employ all our faculties, 
and ſet them in operation; nor 
whilſt we ſhall there be in perpetu- 
al Exitaſie, ſhall we live to our 
ſelves, but to God alone. There 
is then doubtleſs no ſuch thing as 
reſt (unleſs it be that from earthly 
- 7 toll, anxieties, and the works of 
ſia, which is that repoſe mention d 4 
by the Apoſtle) ſince Action is ſo heb. 4.9, 
Ce ſſential to our lives, that it con- 
5 ſtitutes our Beings; and even in 4 
all Theory and Contemplation it ſelf, 
I there is a kind of 4@7ox, as Phila- 
7 Yſophers do univerſally agree. 
#B '-. Letit be confeſs d the Court is a 
Stage of continual Maſquerade,and 
where moſt men walk ingognito; 
D4 where 
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Publick Employment 
where the art of diſſimulation 
(which Donna Olympia has nam'd 
the Keys of the Vatican )is avow dʒ 


yet it cannot be deny d, but there 
are ſome in that warm Climate too, 


as perfectly ſincere, as in the Coun- 


try; and where Virtue ſhines with 


as much luſtre as in the cloſeſt Re- 
tirements, where if it give any 
light, it is but in a dark lanthorn: 


And to be ſo innocent there, where | 


there is ſo much temptation, is fo 
much the greater merit: Believe 


it, to conſerve ones ſelf in Court, 
is to become an abſolute Hero; 
and what place more becoming 
Heros than the Court, of Prince? 
for not only to vanquiſh Armies in 
the field, defend our Country, and 
free the oppreſſed, are the glori- 
ous actions of thoſe Demi · God; 


but/ to conflict with the regnant 
Vices, and overcome our ſelves, 


greater exploits than the win - 


ning of inchanted Caſtles and kill- 
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under our feet, à 
and about us; and who purſue 
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| prefer d to Solide. 
ing of Gyants - For what violetice 
muſt be apply'd to be humble in 
the midſt yd much flattery; cha 
amongſt ſuch licence, where'there 
is ſo much fire, and ſo much tin- 
der, and not to look towards the 


nennen 
glorious to the eye, and fo delici- 


ous to the taſte 7 what a diſpoſiti- 
on to purity, to come forth we 
from the region of Smoke n al 
where even the Stars themſelves 
are not without their Ip iti 
ſum, not to fall into the net, 
which the — "Devils ſpread 

ove our heads; 


thoſe that flye * and bear 4 ow . 
thoſe who reſiſt? But, as' (id, 


if the difficulties be ſo great, ho- 


much greater the glory? whilſt 
pretending to no ſuch temptation 
in his Solitude, there is leſs exerciſe 
for his Virtue; it being rather a 
privation from Evil, than any real 
; habit 


=. 
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Public Employment L 
habit to Good. Certainly, there 
is not in the Country, that admira- 
ble fimplicity pretended, nor de 
they altogether tranſact with that 
integrity: For is there not among 
them as much iniquity in bing 
and ſe/ing ? as much over-reach- 
ing inthe purchaſe of a Cow, or a 
ſcore of Sheep? as much conten- 
tion about the incrochment of a 
dirty fence? as much regreating 
with the Farmer, keeping up the 
price of Corn, when the poor are 
ſterving? How many Oaths and? 
Execrations are ſpent to put off 4 
diſeas d borſe ? Have we not ſeen © 
as much ambition and ſtate where 
the Country Juitices convens on 
the Merket-deys at the petty 
Towns, to have the Caps and the 
Knees of the Bumliut? as much 
canvaſing for Sxffrages and Voices? 
not to inſiſt on the prodigious de- 
bauches, drinkings, emulation, and 
perjuries at Elecłion, ? and even 
| greater 
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referr'd to Solitude. 
cater pride, deadly feud, railing 
— e 122-64 amongſt the She 
Phariſees, or little things of the 
Neighbourhood, for the upmoſt 
po: in the Church-gew , or at 5 
Goſdiping-meeting, as at Court ab 
in the Cy TS Ladies of 
the beſt quality? and all thi 
while we grow weary. of the Pub- 
lick, and reſolve againſt Exploy- 
ment, and the found of Fair,; 


repenting of the loſt moments that 


are paſt in Converſation : and yet 
in every Cave, and every Cottage, 
there is a chair for ambition, * 6 
bed for luxury, and a table for riot, 
though hell be raining out of bea- 
ven and it may be obſerv d, that 
we do not hear the leaſt evil of 
Lot, or the virtue of his daugh- 


ters, whilſt I liv'dio the mid. — 
„ till abandoning 


of Sodom it (el 
even his little Zoar to his more ſo- 
litary and cavernous receſs, he fell 
into thoſe prodigious crimes. of 

: ebriety 


n 
p. 
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44 Publick Employment A 
ebriety and inceſt. Verily, that is... 
truly great to retire from our i. 
ces, not from Cities, or. Converſas 
tion - If you be Virtuout, let your 
Example profit; if Vitious, repent 
and amend ; Strive not ſo much 
to conceal your paſſions, as to re- 
form them: for little do ſolitary. 
rſons profit, without a mind a- 
dapted foritz Wiſe men only enjoy | 
themſelves,” not the voluptuous; 
or moroſe; and I have ſeen ſome 
live diſcontented even in houſes 
of pleaſure, and ſo in their vol 
tudes, as if none were more ful 
of buſineſs. : 
When he celebrates Receſs fe | 
the little it wants, he gratifies th 1 

cinick; He could attribute as © 
much to his T#b, and the treen 
diſh that he drank in, which was © 
all the houſe and furniture we read 
of ; and an Om and a Pelican want 
as little as the Philoſopher ; but be 
does not ſay by thin, that Solitude | 
is 5 
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preferr'd io Solitude, 
is fertile - it is not from the abun- 
dance that it ſupplies. then, but 
from its ſterility and defects, which 
if it be a commendation to that, is 
ſo to nothing elſe in Nature. 
He proceeds again to the paſſi- 
ons of great men, which are indeed 
more conſpicuous, as lightning and 
Thunder are amongſt the Meteora, 
and in the Air; but we do not take 
notice of the Corruſcatiozs, con- | 
flicts, and emotions which are eve- 4; 
ry day in the bowels of the Earth. 
How impatient and unjuſt are ſome 
of your Country Gentlemen to their 
Domeſtiss.2. how griping to their 
Tenants ? how unnatural to their 
Children , and uncivil to their 
Wives? Pardon me theſe refle- 
Rions, he has compell d me: and 
it is for your juſtification (O ye 
Great Ones) that I find my ſelf 
liged to produce theſe odiovscom- 
ariſons; whileſt I could give Ce- 
ladors friend ſuch an example in x 


45 


Pablick Employ ent I 
our firſt Charles of bleſſed memo- 
ry, Philip the ſecond of e 
Alphonſo of Aragon, and divers of 
the later Emperors, for acts of he's 
_ e- Fortitude, Devo- 

, Conſtancy, and Humanity, as. 
— me all the Pretender, 
to moral Vertues, in his ſo cele- 
brated Retirement: and private 
perſons- With what conſtancy, 
fpirit , and refignation _ on 
Royal Marty. - unjuſt! 
fromthe machinations o Ga . mole 
inſolent and implacable of his 
Vaſſals, is not certainly to be pa! 
rallel'd by any thing pettexify h: ; $2 
recorded, fave that grand r, 


pler our bleſſed Saviour, who was 


4 Ning too, but more than man? 
from whoſe emulous pattern he | 
has tranſinitted to us not only all 
the perfe&ions of the moſt 2 
cent r perſons ; but the Ver- 
tues of the molt eminent nian. 
Fe was zur on d and evil d, 2. 
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2 preferr d io Somude. 
1 1 4 * ae i FE 
on, and e cccaſed ; he 
was arraign'd, and by a barbarous 
contradiction cosdemu d and di- 
ſpoil'd of three Kzngdoms by the 
molt nefarious Parricide that ever 
the Sun' beheld, and. that before 
his own very Palace: Tell me yet 
you admirers of Solitude, in what 
corner of your Receſſsos dwelt 
there a-more excellent ſoul, ab- 
ſtrated from all the circumſtan- 
ces of his birth and facred Chara- 
Fer, and conſidered only as a pri- 
vate perſon? Where was there a 
more ſincere man in his action,? 
a more conſtant devote to his Reli- 
gion? more faithful Husbapd to his 
Wife? and a more pious Father to 
his Children? in a word, a more 
_ accompliſhed and conſummate 
Chriſtian? Look on him then as a 
Ring, to be ſuperlatively all this, 
and all that a good and a moſt ver- 
tuous Prince can be to his Subject 
and you have the Pourtraicture of 
our 
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. 
the ſerond, Had es penving 95 2 
dious Diſpatch , importing, 


high affair of State, whic 5 


ployed him almoſt the whole day; 
he bid the Secretary that waited 
by him, to throw ſome duſt on the 
aper ; he inſtead of the Sand | 
fa atching up the In bottle, pourely 
it all on the letters: The King! 
taking a large ſhect of clean Papemy 
wrote it verbatim over again, and 
when he had finiſhed, calmly delt 
vering it to the confounded Secres 
fery, bid him dry it; but, ſays tl the 
Prince, take notice that this is th 4 
Ink, and tha the Sand- box; which © 
was all the reproof he gave him: 


- Tinſtance in this (becauſe of the 


reſt 1 thoſe vertues I have 5 1 
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that cap be produc'd, upon ches — 
count of that paſſion,” which is ſo 4 
frequently charg d on Great Fer- A 
ſors ; but which indeed 7 700 the 
moſt trifling, occaſions, uſe to dif- 
compoſe the moſt retired perſans ; 
And what if amongſt #heſe, beſides 
many others, I ſhould inſtance in 
8. Hierome himſelf, and other Fa - 
thers of the Church, as recluſe and 
priyate as they were known to be 
Religious. | 
As to the comparative exem- 
' ption of Solitude from Vice for 
want of opportunity; the advan- 
tage is very ſlender; ſince (with 
what I have already furniſh'd to e- 
vince it)it implies. only what n · 
ſters it would elſe produce; and 
indeed the moſt formidable that 
were ever hatch'd, have thence 
* had their original; asI haveabun- 
I dantly prov'd by the dark and in- 
fernal machinations . of Solitary 
23 Perſons: ſo as his Hor ae ſeems 
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at bel to be bur a ond dom 2 
ned Lion, who would do mi 

enough had he Hberty, a 

er e 2 to his will: W i ind 
in the mudneſt of ſome few Hen. 
then Parperom but he paſſes by 
the falutary Laws promulg d by 
rbem for the univerſal : Not 
were there ſo many debanch'd and 
Vicious of the Roman re 
but I can name you as many cis 
ſtian Princes religious to miracle 


and without reproch, if what is | 
already faid be not fufficiently ir- 


replicable. As for the reſt, What. 


ever they might once have been 


3 4 


in their aſcent ; it was faid f 
Ceſar, that either he ſhould never | I 


have afpir'd'to dominion, or bars 
Ing once attain'd it, deen immo - 
zal; ſo juſt, ſo equal, and fo merei- 
ful was his fucceſſive Reign: Never 
was it proriounc'd' of any ra 


Perfon, that he was 4 man 12 : 


Gods own heart; but we know it. 
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was 5 of a ** that from the 
TY * 
en — in 
holy a oy of — an: 4. 
gftur, a Nur, a Trajan, Antovinns, 
Aurelins 4 to omit Conſtantine, The- 
odoflit,,  Jaſtinian , Charles the 

Great, $. Edward, 'S. Lewes, both 
the Alphonſo: and divers mort of 

the Crowned heads, before axy 

al he can produce 7 Its * 

all Aied not in their bedrz no 

_ — 2 in his N 155 

t ten themſelves; 1 

In 2 break theit #ecks 
in hunting ixſiame theinſelves with 

tiyliag 3 er of the unattive 
7 S:corbut, Country Aue, and Ca- 
"3 tharrs: And if he ſpeak it out, 
who they were that fiabb'd the 
two Henry, and our gallant Buch. 

1 Aargham whom he thentions 5 it 
muſt be avow'd they were all 
murther v by FR perſons <. 1 N 
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Publich Employniend 
whilft he is thus exact in recording 
all the Vices of ill Prinoes 3 he: 
cauſe the ſpot} in the Sun are ſo ea: 
ſily diſcern d by his optic ʒ he takes 
no notice of the ligt it nniverfal- 
Iy diffuſes; and is ſilent of the 
Virtuet of the good and the bene: 
ficent, 'who: have both in all ages 
rewarded, cheriſhed and protected 
gallant men: But when he ſhall 
have paſs d through all the Exam- 
-ples of the Great -· ones who are 
come to ruine and deſtruction, he 
does not examine how many pri- 
vate men, Gentlemen and others, 
remain in any ene Country, whoſe 
patrimonial Eſtates are not im- 
pair'd by as trifling conteſts, neg- 

lecke, prodigality and i l. husbandry, 
as any he charges upon thoſe emi- 
nent Perſons. 1 
If Solitude be aſſiſtant to Reli- 
gion and Devotion, how much 
more is Society? Mbere iwo ar 
 #hree are aſſembled together in y] 
e | © | name, 
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he ſometimes rehired:to Pray — Lak. 6. 12. 


inſteuQivg his Diſeiples, whom he 


to ont heavenly. Father in ſecret, mar.6.2.6 


of Religion are commended for 
being ſolitary: It is crue, our blefs 
ſed S artiaur went apart into cart Lal. 9.19, 
places: td avoid the importumutiss 
of a malicious and ĩneredulot 
people: but he was tempted: there} at- 4 r. 
as well as in the Sit: and though 


which was commonly in the ni 

When converſation with the — 

was leſa ſeaſonable ; he was allday 
teaching in the Seeple, or vontimi _ 2 
ally going about deeng goed, and Mar.4.23; 
Healing all manner of diſeaſes among 

the people, giving counſel: co,: and 


n 


diſperſed over the world to Evarr UM 
—— his holy Doctrine. We are! — 16. 14 
indeed bid to offer up our prayers” © 4 i 
and to do our Almes without a 1 
Trumpet; not becauſe it adds to 
the Oy of the ſervice, but to 

E 3 | avoid 
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” $4 Til Buiployinent 
5 Wwe the temptation of &ypacriſie 
auſe we have ities; 
aid we are yet in another place | 
ſo ae ——— 
at. 16, that wew mar, 
K 5 — God may have the 47 
= Certainly , the moſt: in- 
ive motives to Religion are 
from ourimitation of others, and 
the incentives of devout Congre- 
gatipns, as they approach the 
neereſt reſemblance to the Cbureb 
Catbolici Alilitunb bere am cart, fo © 
doubtleſs dothey to theCommunion : 
of Saints Trium in Heaven: Is 
there then no ion ſave in Con- 
venticles and cell? and et even 
the moſt recluſe Carthi ſpend 7 
etz hi hours of the twelve in divine © 
Offer together: The commenda- 
on of a true Chriſtian conſiſts in 
doing, not in meditating only; and 
it were doubtleſs an admirable * 
compendium of all our national © 
Pater in Relgion, if leſs ww Þ 
6* 7 
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employment 
but the man h a lid up his Ma- 
ſters Talent, and — improv d, — * 
it not, did worſe; ſbe was gently d Mar. 23. 
repros d, be ſeverely condomn'd, 26. 30. 
But he adds, that moſt tempt» 
tions are in Solitude diſarm'd of 
the chains which render them for- 
midable to us in Public, as there 
wanting the preſence of an in- 
flaming object, &c. But what if 
I ſuſtain that alſencs does oftem- 
times augment the paſſion be 
ſpeaks of, and that our fanſſa- 
operate more cagerly when alone, 
than when we are poles of the 


objet 
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Publick' Employment 2 
When we have got the fruit of pain, 
Poſiefſion makes us poor again z; 
" Senſe is too nigardily for li-. 
And pays as dully with what iss 
whilſt Phancy «liberal, and giver all 
That can within her langeneſt 


4 s „ 
Thus we are ever the maſt in? 
quiſitive after myſteries and hidden 
things, whileſt thoſe we enjoy, we 
neglect or grow weary of: But I 
proceed: The moſt ſuperſtitidus 
of men have been the greateſt 
Eremites , and beſides the little 
good they do by their Example 
= is n 2 life 
more repugnant to nature, and the 
opportunities of doing our duty; 
ſince even the ſtrongeſt Faith * 
without Works will not fave us: 
For how can he that's in mur d 
perform. thoſe: acts of miſericerd 
which ſhall be ſo ſeverely exatted 7 
of us at the laſt Judgment; to * 1 
the 
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the hungry, viſit the *. — 6" 
the ee it be £ the mock⸗ . 1 
ſenſeiof St. James, in * * 

le 7% warmed e fled. / = 4 2 

whilſt they give neither meat — _ 
\ Y Cloaths:to refreſh the miſerable? * 
But Lam altogether aſtoniſhed at 
bis- inſtanoe in David again, as 
pted to his Juſ#! and murther 
tde ill fate of his public Chara+ 
erz when tis evident,had he been 
employ d, er- but in good com- 
pany, he had never fall len into ſo 
ad a crime: Let it be remembred 
dat he was dloxe upon the Batile- 2 
went, of his Palace, and then all Sm. 1 
dhe water in Bathſbebd's Fountain 1 
was not cold enough to extingui I "2 
his deſices; ſo mighty a protectreſ * 
is Society from that weed 
temptation; that even the 
Cesc of a chili has fruſtrated A 

opportunity of being wanton. "If 4.4 
ir were Gods on Werd. ors oceans. x 
15 1 was an e 
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Peblick r E 
come we to have Aa- — 
_ for _ — 

could notlive — in 
But, beſides that 4 We 
on of his falicity is but a — 


ture; I have ſome where ready: 
that but for Eves 1 2 


5 


was) had never ſound an opportu - 
nity to tempther + He was indeed! 
too eaſily enticed by her 1 

and no marvel, he was bim nſel 1 
alone ; God had forſaken his! 
aſſocĩate, and then the firſt effe& 
both their ſhame and diſobedier | 
was their dark retirement: — 1 ; 

leſs there are many heinous t, 
which Company preſerves us from, 


k of: 
ſome things, which are 7 1 
men in ſeeret. | 7: 
I ſuppoſe it was no wide Cu | 5 
be ſpeaks her to be) who ſo 
ta of 


for it even a ſhame to 


— womans — we ſind 
ber: ſpeaking to her Hausband in 
another place, concerning the 
building and furniture of the Pro- 
—— him, ax all nets 

return at y 
her wants; ſhe plaioly needed no- 
upoo he _ — court could confer 

an Heir ſhe want- 
eto nh lived amongſt her 
Feaple, an company. enough. 
And we ſhall the gli 
3 trdeof the ſame Prophet to bethe 
eſſect of aPerſecution,not of his pre- 
J ferring it beforeSocjety;& we meet 
the holy man muchoſtner atCour?, 
in thecamp, at thecolladge, dc 
22} tually employ d, than either in the 
nmountaint or in the Wilderneſe. But 
et us grant that ſome Devotions 
32 — 2 erformed in our Cloſets, 
: | yer dowerhe life of a Chriſftiaz 8 


Publich Employment. bo 
Of only in wearing the marble 
with our knees? I bave already 
ſhew'id that there are uri of 
charity, that ean no where de 
fo well performed as in company: 
nor can I affent that the being 
aloze contributes half ſo much 
our Zeal, as the examples of con 
verſation : How frequently does 
pl ac. David repeat his ardent affections; 
— f. and addreſs to the Tabernacle; and 
40.--9,10 the great Congregation? And though | | 
P-ut-32* the Country about Sinai; werea 
howling. d deſu art 5; yet had ãt at. 2 f 
time in it, no leſs than ſes * — 
thouſand ' fiebting - men ne 5 5 
whereof the: moſt — we 
the moſt publickly e „ 
Witneſs Moſes, Aaron, Joſbua, Cu, 
Jeb, Phineas, Gc. which being ber 
in the minority and pu illage of 7 
that. Charch, were all this while 
but preparing for Gods publiak 
Worlhip, and the conſtitution of 
a a:Progies in the world the 5 5 
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bufie and employed. 
To the Text in Hoſea 3. 14. 
where God ſays he will comfort ho 
church iu tbe Wilderneſs: 1 oppole 
his innumerable ſweet compella- 3 
tions under the type of the Daxgh- © © 
ter of Zion, which was a grtzat and 5 
moſt eminent part of that popu- 
Jous City, and that glorious acceſ- 
Fon of the Gentiles deſcrib'd, by 
92 5 The Tabernacle wasindeed 
for a time in the Wilderneſs, hut Iſaiah 60. 
neither did that, nor the extraor- 
dinary preſence of God in it, rer 
ſtrain a rebellious people from 
committing more crimes and inſo- 
lences in it, in forty years, than in 
four hundred before, when they 
dwelt in the Citzes of Zgypt: For 
(as the Pſalm) Luſt came upon them 
in the Wilderneſs, and they tempted Pf. 106.16 
God inthe Deſart. It is well known 2 
that the firſt occaſion of the Aas 
ſtical life, was becauſe men could IS 
no longer live quietly in the = 
- » 2 
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263 We CR. 
ed nk by reaſon of his. ; 
— of Perſecution; and yet even; © 
in their remoteſt , he that 
looks into St. Hieroms a: 62 
* of it, ſhall find that they were i 
* and fo neer to ont 
that they were almoſt 3 
— I 8 nfider the ftoriey 
o s, Anthony, Simon Styx 
Bees wad the reſt yet "that Spitit, vi 
but as hypocondriacs, ſingular per- 
ſons, and Authors of much ſu pers 4 
ſition and improfitable ſeverity 2 
The invaſion of the Gothes on th 
Roman Empite , drove multitude 5 : 
of thoſe holy perſons to theſe La. 


tebre, and the preſent Me thy : 1 

1 Cor. 3. (to uſe St. Fans ex 3 
8 might ſometimes be a fuel 1 
argument to recommend, if ou T1 
rs the Celibate before the] 

al eſtate, and the barbaz * 

ries of that age to the exttaotdi- 

_y mode of living, which rom | 
com? 
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compulſivnand a certain ora d = 
ceffity,becatteafterwards'to beof 
choice and a voluntary obligation. 
But does he think to derive any 
. 

8 ä 
which none ſave Heathens aud dus. 
| bumitans teach, ſhall be among in- 
fernal tormentsꝰ Turi and ſeof- 


fing Lucians ma broach 
thoſe Fancies ar jt ny ome 
employments of Alexeniler' find 
cæſar in the other World; But I 
preſutme he takes them but for the 
dreams of that Philoſophical de 
and to have no folid foundation 
beſides their ſcoffing and Atheiſti- 
cal Wits. He is now pleaſed 
to imagine that there is noth 
ti which Toes more prevail with men 
to affect Grandure, than what he 
21 thinks due only to Phantoſms and 
obe: Though Fame be indeed 
a bubble in the eſtimation of thoſe 
wo are not much concerned — 
1 e 
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Aa 
52 
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the future; I find; yet how impoſß 
fible it wat for him to ſecure an 
praiſe even to Solitude it ſelf, by _ 
the neglect of it; whileſt he { 
carefully has conſecrated to. poſtes 
rity the Names and Elogies of fo 
many as ſeemingly deſpis d it, on 
purpoſe to obtain it: But this ſtra» 
tagem is very thin and tranſpas - 
rent: For ſuch as he mentions 
not, I preſume; never were, and 
thoſe-he dees record, have pur? 
chaꝭ d more by that artifice,. than 
if they had-continu'd men of the 
buſieſt Employment; Charles the 
fifth: and the reſt he ennumerates, 
being more celebrated for then] 
ſuppoſed voluntary abdication} 
(whatever the true motive were) 
than for all the moſt glorious pa- 


holden to their Patron, I com 
feſs the Pedants (as he calls them) 
and the Poets are not leſs obliged 


* 
63 
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{ages of their former Rejgns ; But 
however theſe great men are bex 4 
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prefer dtoSolitu 
to him for the power he attributes 
them of being able to make great 
whomſoever they pleaſe: But 
thoſe perſons I ſhould think, to 
have little merited of Poſterity, 
whoſe memory has no other de- 
pendance then their ayrie ſuffta- 
ges ; when it is from the ſober 
Pers, and the veritable Memoires 
of Grave and Faithful Hiſtorians, 
that the Heroick, lives of deſerving 
men receive life and immortality 
after death. Let the Pedarts and 
the Poets then celebrate the ſoft 
and weakeſt circumſtances of the 
reignes of thoſe Princes he would 
juſtiße; the Pens of great and 
Illuſtrious Authors ſhall eternize 
thoſe who perſever'd in their gran- 
dure, and publick Charges to the 
end: for ſuck were Xenophon, Poly- 
bius, Tacitus, Livy, and even Ceſar 
- Himſelf, beſides many * As 
well of antient as moderd times, 
from whoſe writings we have re- 
F ceived 
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Publick Employment 
ceived the nobleſt characters of 
their Virtues: And if it be retor - 
ted, that whilſt they actually writ, 
they were retired; I grant it; 
but if men had not done things 

worthy Writing, where had been 
either the uſe, or fame of what 

they ſo bravely acted, and tran 

mitted to Poſterity ? In the mean 

time I acknowledge, that the 
greateſt Empire is to command one: 
ſelf, and that the Courts of Prince: 
have alwaies had this of ungrate- 
ful to generous Souls; that they 
but too frequently ſubject gallant 
men to caperizond Aſſes; gay, 
bur vitious, or inſipid : Prince 
are not alwaies happy in their 
choice of Favourites: But as it is 
not univerſally ſo, and that it is in 
the breaſt of the ſame Prince t 
turn them off, or lay by the 
Counters, to advance Good' men, 
and bring Virtue into reputation 1 
theſe external ſubmiſſions may the 
bettet 
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pheferr'd to Solitude. | "I 
better be ſupported : For wiſe nien 
do not bend the knee to the Beaft 


(we have the example of Morde - Heſt.z.2, 


cat) but to the Shrine it bears, as 
thoſe who adored Iſs upon the 
back of the Animal that carried it: 


And ſo the Sunne may ſhine on a 


Dung- bill unpolluted, and thus it 
Pall be done ro the man whom the 
King ts pleas'd to honour, which 
though it denotes obedience in the 
obſerver,does no real dignity to the 
recipient, nor can they themſelves 
but believe it with ſome uſeful re- 
flection as oft as they ſee arreſpect 


1 paid them, which they muſt needs 
be conſcious to themſelves they 


do not deſerve. I cannot there- 


2 fore accuſe the deferent of ſo mueh 


adulation, as praiſe him for his obe- 
dience, ſo long as he offers no di- 


vine, or Conſumptive Oblations to 
the Idol, and offends not God: For 


there is certainly no man meerly 
by being a Courtier, obliged to 
| F 2 _ imitate 


68 


ces he would infinuate; ſince in 


3 
1 


Publick, Employment © 
imitate their vices,or ſubject them? 


ſelves to the unworthy complyau. 


that caſe, a fair retreat is alwaies 
in ones power; and if on that 
ſcore, or the experience of his per - 
ſonal frailty, he be prompted to 
it, how infinitely more glorious 
will be the example of quitting 
thoſe ſpecious advantages, which 
can neither be conſer ved, or at- 
tain d without ſuecumbing under 
a temptation? And when he diſ- 
courſes of ſociety, inſtancing in the 
trifling converſation of idle per- 
ſons, and Knights of the Carpet, 
who conſume their precious mo- 
ments at the feet of ſome inſipid 
female, or in purſuit of the plea- 
ſures of the lower belly; I heartily. 
aſſent There are à ſort of Bouf- 7 
foons and Paraſites which are the 


very excrements of Converſation , © 
as well in Country as Courts; and to 
be therefore treated as ſuch, wip'd 7 

| off. 
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off, and caſt'from us; and there 


are worthier diverſions for men of 


reſin d ſenſe, when they feel them- 
ſelves exhauſted with baſiueſe, and 


weary of aFion: Certainly, thoſe 


who either know the value of 
themſelves, or their imployments, 
may find ꝝſeful entertainments , 
without retiring into Wilderneſſes, 
immuring themſelves, renouucing 
the World, and deſerting public 


Affairs; and when ever you ſee a 


great perſon abandon'd to theſe 
dirty and mean familiarities ; he 
is an object of pity, and has but a 
little Soul; nothing being more 
true, Noſcitur ex * qui non 
cognoſcitur ex ſe. But God be 
thanked, the age is not yet ſo bar- 
ren of ingenuous ſpirits, but that 
men may find Virtue with faceti- 
ouſneſſe, and worthy converſati- 
ons without moroſity to/ entertain 
the time with: He has elſe been 


ſtrangely nakopyy in his acquiſiti- 
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Publick, Employment 'T 
ons, whois to ſeek for good com- 
pany to paſſe an hour with, if ever 
he fought one of the ſweeteſt con- 
diments of life: and doubtleſſe, 
did great perſons but once taſte the 
difference which is between the 
refined converſation of ſome Virtu- 
ous men, who can be infinitely 
witty , and yet inoffenſive; they 
would ſend ſome ot their damm d 
familiars with a Dog-whip out of 
their Companies; becauſe a man of 
honour (to uſe Jobs expreſſion ) 


job 20.1. would diſdain to ſet them with the 


dogs of his flock: For after their 
proſtituted and ſlaviſu ſenfe and 
contrivances are ſpent upon the 
praiſe or acquiſition of ſome fair 
ſinner, or the derifion of what is | 
more excellent then themſelves, 2 
to ſupply their want of furniture, 
fill their emptineſſe, and keep up 
a worthy and truely reereative wa 
profitable coxverſation , they de- 
generate into flatueß and ſbeme,and 3] 
" | are 
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| vſeful and acceſſible, without being 


preferr d to Solitude. | 
are object rather of pity then 


envy. Men of buſizeſſe do not ſell 
their moments to theſe #riflers 
| Converſation ſhould whet and a- 
dorn our good parts, and the 
molt excellent endowments both 


of nature, induſtry and grace 
would grow dull and effete with- 
out culture and exerciſe : let men 
chuſe their company as the 

ought, and let them keep as _ 


as they pleaſe; it is but to. ſit on 


a bright place, and the Camelion 
it ſelf is all ſhining : Men will con- 


tract both Colour and perfume from 


the qualities of their aſſociates : 
This made Moſes's face to gliſter, 
and the Converſation of good men 
40 well as bad, is alike contagions. 
But tis objected that familia- 
rity. creates contempt. I reply, it 
was neyer ſeen amongſt thoſe who 
know truely what it ſigniſied: tis 
one thing to be civil, and affable, 
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| Publick Employment -»  _ 
impudent, ruſtick or cheap in our". 


8 
* 
8 : 


** 4+ | 7 
8 IH 


1 
' "P25 
AE] 


addreſſes : They skill little of the 


pleafure and delices of a worthy; - 


friendſhip, who know not how to 
enjoy, or preſerve it without ſati- 


ety; that's left to the meaner ſort, 


"4 
1 


and was indeed not to have been 


inſtanc d in ſo generous a diſcourſe, 
There is no better means to pre- 
ſerve our eſteem with others, then 
by ſetting a value on our ſelves, 

To what'salledg'd of the variety 
private perſons enjoy in their own, 
cogitations, and the reading of 
other mens books, ſo much ſuperior 


to Converſation, and the reading 


of mem; One of the greateſt Book- ; 


writers in the world will tell you; 
that ſhould a man aſcend as high. 


as Heaven it ſelf, not by coutempla- 


tion only but ocalar intuition, ant 
ſurvey all the beauty and goodlx 
motions of the Starr; it would 
be little delight or - fatisfation* 7 
to him, unleſſe he had fome body '* 


to 
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to communicate his ſpeculations 
to; Sie natura ſolitarium nibil - 
mat ; whence he nobly inſerrs, how 
highly neceſſary Converſation is to 
friendſhip; & that he muſt certainly 
be of no good nature, who does 
not preferre it before all other en- 
joyments of life whatfoever : We 
know who it- is has pronounc'd the 


Ve ſoli, and how neceſſary God —— 4 


found the Corugations of Man- 
kind, without which nor had the 
Earth been inhabited with Mer , 
nor Heaven fill d with Saints: So- 
lomon ſays Two are better then One, 


and a threefold cord is not eaſily bro- Eccleſ. 4; 
len; and Pluatarch tells us that of 9: 12. 


old they were wont to call men 
Phota , which imports ligbt; not 
only for the vehement deſire 
which there is in him to kaow: and 
be knowr z but (as would add) for 
it s aniuerſal communication ʒ there 
being ſew of whom it may be af- 
firm'd, as twas of Scipio, that he 

| was 
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blick Employment s 
was never leſſe idle, than when a- 
lone , and which as the Oratour 
has it, doin Otio de negotiis cogi · 
rare, & in ſolitudine ſecum loqui; 
But thus did thoſe great perſons 
neither affect nor uſe it, other 
then as the greater Veſſels and beat- 
en Ships after a ſtorme, who go 
aſide to trim and repair, and 
pas out again: So he, tanquam iu 
portum, and therefore by that Ma- 
fer of Eloquence, infinitely prefer d 
to thoſe who quite retir'd out of 

laſtueß for caſe and ſelf indul- 
gence only: Seneca in his Book 
De Otio Sapientis totally con- 
demns this cogitetive virtue, as 
a life without action, an imperfe& 
and languiſhing good; and in the 
ſame Chapter: Why does a Wiſe- 
an retire himſelf but as a Bow is 
unbent ut ceſſando majora? in- 


ſtancing the receſs of Zens and 


4 


. bryſppns, whoſe very repoſe was ; 
it ſeems more buſie than other mens 
ackions- 
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preferr'd to Solituile: 
actions: But let us hear him ſpe 
what, ſays he! Solitude makes ur 


love our ſelves, Converſation others 3 


the one to comfort, the other to heal; 
the one allays, the other whets 


and adds new vigour: Nothing 


pleaſes alwaies; and therefore God 
who has built us for labour, pro- 
vides us alſo refreſhments : Socre- 
tes himſelf was not aſhamed to 
play the child with Children; ſe- 
vere Cato took ſometimes a chir 

ing Cup; and Aſinius Pollio di- 
verted himſelf after pleading; and 
the wiſeſt Legiſlators ordain'd Ho- 
ly-days, and ſome grave men took 
their paſtime at Dinwer, or walk- 
ivg in their Gerdezs, and among 
their facetious friends, when the 


greateſt Perſons laid off their State, 


conſtraint and other circumſtances 
which their ChargFers _ 
them to perſonate z but they did 


never grow angry with buſineſe, 
and depoſe them 


elves, for Multum 
in- 
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Publick Eaployment 
intereſt, remittas * au ſolvios, 


theres & wide difference twixt 
relaxation and abſoluterelinquiſh- 
ing; and to imagine that great 
perſons have little repoſe, when 
ewixt-every ſtroke of rhe Anvil 
the very Smith has leiſure to 
athe, is an egregious miſtake: 

he Compaſs which moves in the 
largeſt Circle, has a limb of it fix'd 
to the Center; and do we think - 
that Honour, Vicłory, and Riches 
(which render all things ſuppor- 
table, beſides the benefits which 
it is in the power of great Ones, to 
place on worthy perſons) are not 
pleaſures equal to all other refreſn- 
ments of the ſpirits? For my part, 
believe the capacity of being 


able to do good to deſerving men, 


ſo exceſſive a delight, that as tis 
neereſt the life of God himſelf, ſo 
no earthly felicity approches it; 
wherefore wiſely (ſays Plutareb)ꝰ 
did the Ancients impoſe; thoſe 

; names 
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preferr'd to Solitude, 
names upon the .Graces, to ſhew 
that the joy of him that does 
a kindneſs, *exceeds that of the 
Beneficiary 3 many (lays he) bluſp- 
ing when they recezve favours, but 
never when they beſtow them. 
As for Books, I acknowled 

with the Philoſopher, Otium 13 
literis, to be the greateſt infelici- 
ty in the world; bar on the other 
ſide, not to read men, and con- 
verſe with living Libraries, is to 
deprive our ſel ves of the moſt 
uſeful and profitable of Studies: 
This is that deplorable defect 
which univerſally renders our 
bookiſh men ſo pedantically merge 
and impoliſh'd, and in a word, ſo 
very ridiculous; For, believe it 
Sir, the Wiſeſt men are not made 
in Chambers and Cloſets crowded 
with ſozlves; but by Habitude: 
and active Converſations : There 
is nothing more ſ##pid than ſome 
of theſe urrendrax)u, leiter -I 

mens _- 
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men; for ITpduudle fla dd, $6 x) way? 
rila yoo Exe, Learning ſhould not ao 
men ill Offices : Action is the pro- 
* fruit of Sciente, and therefore 
ſhould quit the education of 
— Colledge, when fit to appear in 
buſineſs, and take Senecas advice, 
Tamdin iſtis immorandum, quam- 
din nihil agere animu: majus poteſt; 
tudimenta ſunt noitra, non opera © 
and I am able to prove that Per- 
ſons of the moſt publick note for 
great Affairs, have ſtored the world 
with the moſt of what it knows, 
even out of Books themſelves: 
for ſuch were Ceſar, Cicero, Seneca, 
both the Plinys, Ariſtotle, & ſculut, 
Sophocles, Plato, Xenophon,Polybins, 
not to omit theſe of later ages,and 
reaching even to our own doors, 
in our Sidny, Verulam, Raleigh, the 
Count of Mirandula, Scaliger the 
Father, Ticho Brache, Thuanks, Gro- 3 : 
tiut, &c. profound men of leiter. | 


and ſo aFjve in their lives, as we 
fall | 
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preferr'd to Solitude., | 79 
ſhall find them to have managed 
the greateſt of Publick Charges, 

not only of their native Coun- 

tries, but ſome of them of the 

World it ſelf : Æliaa has employ- 

ed two entire Chapters exprefly 

to vindicate Philoſophers from'the 
prejudices and aſperſions of thoſe 

(who like our Antagoniſt) deem'd _ 

the ſtudy of it inconſiſtent with 

their adminiſtration of Pxblick, 

Afﬀfairs : There he ſhews us that 
Zeleucus both conſtituted and re- V. bat. 
formed the Locrian Republick 3.17. 
Charondas that of Catana, and af- 

ter his Exile that of ARbeginm - _ 
The Tarentine was exceedingly im- 4 
| provd by Archytas Solon yo- 
| verned the Athenians; Bias and 
Thale, much benefited Ionia, 1 
cChilon the Lacedemonians, and =" 


3 Pittacus that of Mitylena: The 
7 E#bhodians Cleobulus : and Anaxi-- 
„ {4 mander planted a Colony at Apo- 
. 1 . lonia from Miletus Tenophos was 
4 | re- 
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renowned for his military ex,? 
ploits, and approv'd- himſelf the 
greateſt Captain amongſt all the * 


Greeks in the expedition of Cyrus, 
who with many others periſn d: 


for when they were ina ſtrait for 
Want of one to make good their 
retreat, he alone undertook and 


effected it. Plato the Son of Ari- 
ſio brought back Dio into Sicily, 
inſtructing him how he ſhould 
ſubvert the Tyranny of Dionyſius - 
Only Socrates indeed deſerted the 
care of the Athenian Democraty, 
for that it more reſembled a Ty- 
ranny ; and therefore. refuſed- to 


give his ſuffrage for the condem 


ing thoſe ten gallant Commanders, 
nor would he by any means coun- 
tenance the thirty Tyrants in 


any of their flagitious actions? 


But when his dear Country lay at 


ſtake, then he cheerfully cook up 
Arms, and fought bravely againſt 7 
Delium, Amphipolis and Potidea ; © 
3 55 Ari. 


| 
J 
| 


— 
1 


% 
» Pay 3 r *% 
i f 2 A _ . "x a. 
* + | 7 ; by 
preferr 4108 71777 — 
N 1 - "# - 
1 * * 


Ariftotle when his Country was 
not only reduc'd to a very low 
ebb , but almoſt utterly ruin d, 
reſtored her again : Demetrins Pha- 
lerius govern'd Athens with extra- 
ordinary renown till their won- 
ted malice expell'd him; and yet 
after that, he enacted many whole- 
ſome Laws, whilſt he ſojourn'd 
with King Prolomy in Zgypt : Who 
will deny Pericles ſon of Xauthippns 
to bave been a moſt profoun 
Philoſopher ? or Epaminondas, Ph 
tion, Ariſtides and Ephialtes the 
ſons of Polymmes, Phocus, Lyſander 
and Sophonidas, and ſome time- 
after Carneddes and Ctitolans? who 
were employ'd Embaſſadours to 
Rome, and obtained a Peace, pre- 
vailing ſofar by their Eloquence 
and Erect behaviour , as that 
they us'd to ſay , The Athenians 
had ſent Embaſſadouts not to per- 
ſwade them to what they pleaſed 
but to compel them: No can we 

G omit 
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omit Perſeus his knowledge in Po- 
litics, who inſtructed Antigonus; 
nor that of the great 9 
who inſtituted the young, but af - 
terward great Alexander in the _ 
ſtudy of Letters; Lyſes the Diſci - 
ple of Pythagoras inſtructed Epa-. 
minondas I ſhall not need to im- 
portune you with more recitals 
(though he reſumes the ſame in- 
ſtances in the 14. Chapter of his 
7 Book) to celebrate the re- 
nown of Learned Men for their 
knowledge and ſucceſs in armes, as 
well as in civil government, where 
he tells us of Plato's exploit at 
Taragra, and many other great 
Scholars; but ſhew you rather 
how he concludes : He (ſays #li- 
an, for it ſeems there were ſome _ 
admirers of ſolitude too before 
our days) that ſhall affirm Philo- 
ſophers to be d,, aufit for pub= © 
lick employment and buſineſſe, talks 
childiſoly, and like an ignorant | Ii 

| and 
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preferr dio Soletude. 
and Seneca gives fo harſha tetm to 
thoſe who pretended that pablick 
affairs did binder the progreſſe of 
Letters, and the enjoyment of 
our © ſelves, that the language 
world be hardly ſufferable from 
any ſave a Stoicʒ lentiuntur, ſays he 
Wiſe men do not ſubjedt themſelves 
to the employments they undertake, 
but accommodate and lend them- 
ſelves to them only : So as our An- 
tagoniſt could not have choſen a 
Topic leſſe to the advantage of 
ſolitude, or the humor of his hap- 
py Celador, whilſt being confin'd 
to ſpecnlation and Books alone, he 
deprives himſelf of that pleaſing 
variety which he contends for. 
Theſe great men were men of 
AGion, and men of Knowledge 
too, and ſo may perſons of the 
buſteſt employments, were they 
as careful -to improve their 
time and opportunities, as thoſe 
glorious Heroes were: Which puts 
6 me, 
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Publick; Employment | 
mein mind of what I have. heard. 
ſolemnly reported; that tis an 
ordinary thing at Amſterdam to 
find the ſame. Merchant who in the 


morning was the buſieſt man in 
the World at Exchange · time, to be 


reading Plato or Xenophon in Greek, 
or ſome other of the learnedft 
Authors and Poets, at home in the 
afternoon. And there is no man 


(ſays my Lord Bacon) can be ſo 


ſtraitned, and oppreſsd with bu- 
ſineſſe, and an active courſe of life, 
but he may reſerve many vacant 


times of leaſure (if he be diligent . 


to obſerve it, and how much he 
gives to play,inſignificant diſcourſes, 
and other impertinences ) whilſt 


he expects the returns, and tides 


of Tan“ and his own Exam- 
ple has . ſufficiently illuſtrated 
what he writes, whoſe Sfu- 


dies and productions have been fo  Þ 


obliging to the Learned World, 
as have deſervedly immortaliz d 
his name to Poſterity. But 
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But he proceeds, and indeed in- 
genuouſly acknowledges that mex 
of Letters are in comſtraiut, when 
they ſpeak before great perſons, 
and in Company: And can you 
praiſe ſolitude for this virtue? Oh 
prodigious effect of Learning, That 
thoſe who have ſtudied all their 
lives time to ſpeak, ſhould then be 
mute, when they have moſt occa- 
ſion to ſpeak / Loquere ut te wide- 
am ſaid the Philoſopher; but he 
would have men dumb and inviſi- 
ble too: The truth is, tis the only 
reproch of men of Letters, that 
for want of liberal converſation 
ſome of them appear in the world 
like ſo many fantoſmes in black, 
and by declining a ſeaſonable ex- 
erting of themſelves, and their 
handſome talents, which Dſe and 
Converſation would cultivate and 
infinitely adorn 3 they leave oc- 
caſion 45 ſo many inſipid and 
empty fopps to uſurp their rights, 

; G 3 . and 
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aud daſh them out of Conte: 
nance. $65. 
Fraucis the firft , that great 


and incomparable Prince, (as Sei- 


dan calls him) was never brought 


up to Leiters, yet by the read 


ing of good Tranſlations, the de- 
light he took to hear learned 
Diſcaurſec, and his inviting of gebo- 
lars to converſe freely with him 
upon all ſubjects nd. occaſions 


he became not only very Eloguent;. 
but ſingularly 4zowing : For this 
doubtleſs it was, that Plat arc 


compos d that expreſs Treatiſe a- 
mongſt his Morals, Philoſapban · 
dum effe cum Printipibus, where he 
produces us ſeveral rich Examples 


of theſe profitable effects: And in- 


deed( ſays one) 4 Philoſapher ought 


not to be blam d for being a Cour · 
tier, and that we now and then 


þ ö 


find them in the company of great | 


and opulent Pet ſons; nor imports _ 
it that you ſeldom ſee their vin 
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return d; ſince tis a+ mark be 
knows what he wants of accom- 
pliſhments, and of their ignorauce, 
who are fo indifferent for the ad- 
| vantages- they may derive from 
their Converſations. But I might 
proceed and ſhew you, not only 
what makes our learned bool worms 
come forth of their Cells with ſo ill 
a grace into Company, but prefent 
you likewiſe with ſome of the 
moſt ſpecious Fruits of their ſo 
celebrated Receſſes z were it not 
better to receive what I would ſay 
from the lively character which 
Seneca has long ſince given us of 
them: In earneſt, marvellous is 
the pains which ſome of them 
take after an empty criticiſme, to 
have all the points of Martial and 
Juvenal ad unguem, the ſcraps of 
the ancient Poets to produce up- - 
on occaſion : ſome ate for Roots, Ro 
Genealogies, and Blazons; can tell - 
you who married who, what his 
G 4 great 
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great Grandfather was, and the 


Portion that came by his Aunt 


This was of old ( ſays Seneca) the E- 
pidemical diſeaſe, for men to crack 


their brains to diſcover how many 
Oars UVhyſſes Gally carried; whe- 


ther it were firſt written {as or 
Odyſea and a profound Student 
amongſt the learned Roman: 
would recount to you who was 
the firſt Victor at Sea; when Ele- 
phants came into uſe at Triumphs; 


and wonderful is the concern a- 


bout Caudlex, for the derivation of 
Cadices, Candicarins, &c.' Gelljus 
or Agellius, Vergilius or Virgilins, 
with the like trifles that make men 
zdly buſie indeed, not better: yet 


are theſe amongſt_the conſidera- 


ble eſſects and rare productions of 
Receſs, Solitude, and Boat, and 
ſome have grown old in the learn- 
ing, and been greatly admired for 

it: But What ſays our Philoſopher * 

to it? Cvjus iſti errores minnent? 
8 3 Cujus - 
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Cajus cupiditate pr „ * 
ortiorem, quem juſtiorem, quem li- 
— Tals ? Who's the 
better, leſs Covetous, more Valiant, 
Juſt, or © Liberal for them? I tell 
you: Fabianus preferr'd Ignorance 
before this unprofitable Science; 
and certainly therefore uſeful and 
Publick Fayployment is infinitely 
ſuperior toit: If needs we will be 
Learned out of Books only, let it 
be in ſomething more uſeful; ui 
fruct᷑uaſa, von qui multa ſcit, ſapitz 
for tis no Paradox to affirm, a man 
may be learned and know but Gt- 
tie, and that the greateſt Clerks,are 


not 'alwaies the wiſeſt men. The era. 


Greek Orator gives us this deſeri- 
ption of aſefully knowing men 
Reckon not thoſe (ſays he) for 
Philoſophers, whom you find to be 
acute Diſputarts,and that can con- 
teſt about every minute ſcruple; 
but thoſe who diſcourſe pertinent - 
ly of the moſt important 2 
: who 


| Publick, Employment 
who do not entertain men about a 


rlicity, to which they can never ar- 
rive; but ſuch as ſpeak modeſtly of 
tbearſelvet, and neither want Con- 
rage nor addreſs on all emergencies ; 
that are not in the leaſt diſcompo- 
ſed with the common accidents of 
life, but that ſtand unſbalen amidſt 
all uiciſſitudes, and can with Mode- 
rat ĩon ſupport both Good and Ad- 
verſe Fortune ; In ſam, thoſe who 


are fit for action, not diſcouraged, 


or meditating retreats upon eve 
croſs adventure: to this purpoſ 
the Orator: Bur neither would I 
by this be thought to diſcounte+ 
_ nafice even this kind of Erudition, 
which more than any other is the 


eſſect of Solitude, and very great 


leiſure, not to call it Pedartry; 
much leſs Bookiſh and Stzdions 


perſons,who would prove the moſt 3 | 
dear to Princes and Great men of | 


all other Converſations, had'they *Þ 


ſuch generous encouragements, as 
might 
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might ſometimes invite them ta 
leave their beloved Receſſes, 0 
thoſe great Philoſophers whom 
we have brought on the Stage: 
But we beſtou more now a days 
in paintiug a Scene, and the ex- 
pence of a ridiculoas. farce, than 
in rewarding of the Poet, or a 
good Hiſtarian, . whoſe Laurelt no 
longer thtive and art verdant, 
then they are irriguous and under 
ſhowrs of Gold, and the comſtella 
tions of Crowns: » for Which they 
give immortality even to Crowne 
themſelves: For what would there 
| —— of ſo many Pyremids and 

obelzſer of Marble, io many Am- 
phitheaters, Cires, :Caleſſer, and 


enormous Toms; if Books: and 


Book-men ere ptren#iores did not 
preſerve them to poſterity?If under 
Heaven thæn there be any thing 
Great, and that ap eg Eternity, 
it is from their hands bo have 
manag d the Pen: "Lim! from their 


la- 
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who have it in their power, to oy 
more luſtre to their Heror, thantheir 


Talblick Employment ͥ 
labor (Te Greatone- ) that you ſeck 
to live, and are not forgotten as the 
duſt you lie mingled with: Never 
had we heard o ——— but for 
poor Homer; never of the Exploits. 
of thouſands more, but from the 
Books andi#ritings of Learned men, 


Crows, and Purple; and can with 
one daſh of their pen, kill more 
dead, then a Fab with a Stiletto. 
There is no man alive that 
more affects a Country life then my 
ſelf, no man it may be, who has 
more experienc'd the delices of 
It - Buteven thoſe without ac tian 
were intollerable : Lou will ſay 
it is not public: If it contribute 
and tend to it, what wants it but 
the name and the ſound? For he 
does not mean by buſineſs to re- 
fide only in Cities or Conrts; ſinſse 
without that of the Country, there 
would neither be Court nor City: 7}. 
. But 
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prefer d to g 
But if he would — this liſe 
ſpent only in Theory and Fancy, Ex- 
taſte ed AbſtraFions, twere fitter 


e 


for Beglam, and a potion of Hele- 
bor, then for ſober men, whoſe 
lives and healths, wits and under - 
ſtanding were given them for 4 · 
on, and not to ſit with their arms 
a croſſe, and converſe with ſha- 
dows; whilſt the fates of Pzthe- 
goras, Archimedes and Pliny, whole. 3 
curioſity coſt them their lives, may A 
well be ranked amongſt thoſe | : 
whom he is pleas'd to name the 
nobly ſenſeleſſe, as far indeed tranſ 
ported beyond themſelves, as they 
had tranſported themſelves be- 
yond the world: But 
It is after he has celebrated 
the Pedant for being inchanted at 
the ſtory of Pompey, that he again 
I introduces the Conntry Gentleman, 
23 whoſe eaſie and infignificant life 
21 ispreferr'd before that of the hap- 
7 picſt favourite; and can be as well 
5 pleas d 


P 
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or what he calls an 6/4 
as with the acquift ĩon of 
uſeful office in the State. B 


he call this ſolitude and rereſſe? 


Tis exceeding: pretty what Fenec⸗ 
obſerves of Servillus Vata; who, 
itſcems , had long retired himſelf 
to the moſt pleaſant part-of the 
Baie - There it was (fays he) that 
this Gentleman paſs'd his time, and 
bad never been krown but from 
his famous ſolitude: No man eat, 


nor drank better: He had rare 


fip-ponds and Parks (I ſuppoſe he 
kept good Hawks, and excellent 
Dogs ) in fam, he was thought 
the only happy man 3 for arrive 
what would, as to change in the 
Commonwealth, Vati {till enjoy d 
himſelf; and 9 Vatia (they us'd to 
ſay ) tu ſolus ſcis vivere: For my 
part (adds my Author) I never 
paſs'dby his boxſe, but I cry'd V. 
#a hic ſitus eft; Here lies Vatia 5 
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preferr'd to Solitude, 
efteeming him as dead and buried, 
whom others thought the ani man 


alive: But he proceeds; There De bes. 


are a number (ſays he) who ſeem 
to have abandon d the World, 
that are as full of haſueſſe in their 
Villas, and Rural retirements ; as 
other men who live in Towns and 
Citzes ; and trouble themſelyes 
extreamly in their very ſolitude : 
Though there be no body with 
them, yet are they never in Re- 
poſe: Of theſe we muſt not ſay 


their life is idle, but an idle Occu- 


pation: Do you fancy him retir d 
that goes a madding after Medals 
and Curioſities, and ſpends his 
time inraking a Tinkers Shop for a 
ruſty piece of Copper? or that is 
dieting and breathing his Jockies 
for the next Running · match? or 
that conſumes his time trifling a- 
mongſt Barbers, razing and ſpru- 
cing himſelf, Powdering, Comb- 


I ing, and ſummoning | a Council 


upon 
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upon every Hair; raging like an 


Hector at a lip of the Sciſſars, or a 
lock out of car? and of which fort 
of wretches there are ſome who 


had rather ſee the Common-- 


wealth out of order, than one of 
their hairs :' Call you theſe Retir d 


and at Reſt, who are ſo eternally. 


inter pectinem ſpeculumque occu- 


pati? or thoſe who are alwaies 


humming or whiſtling of a Tune 
as they go about ? Theſe Perſons 
(fays Seneca) are not in Kepoſe, 
but impertinently active: If at 


any time they make a Feaſt, theres 


nothing more pretty than to ob- 
ſerve but the grave conſultations 


abour plaiting of the Nappery, or- 


dering the Plate and Glaſſes, and 


ſetting out the Services: O how 


ſollicitons ſhall you have them, 


that the Courſes come up in time, 
that the Fowl be ſkilfully care d, 
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and the Sauce exquiſitely made! Y 
and all this forſooth, that men 
may 2 
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preferr'd to Solitude. 
treat, lives nw; and at his 
d knows, all 
this while, they are of all other 
in the moſt miſerable anxiety - 
There were of theſe ſoft and reti- 
red Gentlemen, that had their 0ff- 
bers to mind them when twas time 
to go to Supper, and abandoned 
themſelves ſo prodigiouſly to 
their eaſe, that they hardly knew 
when they were hungry: I read 


of one of them, who when he 


was lifted out of his Bath and put 
on his Cuſbion aſked his attendants, 


Whether he ſate or ſtood, and was 


ſo buried in ſloth, that he could 
not tell it without F/ztzeſſes : Such 


another we have in Stobew that 


was wont to demand of his men, 
if he had waſb d, and whether he 
had din d or no? Twere endleſs 


to proceed with the like inſtances 


of retired Perſons, and who ſeen 
fo be ſo full of ſelf-enjoyment, and 
ts  -*- "wor 
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rublick Employment 
yet whoſe. very pleaſures are gf 
the loweſt and the ſordid'ſt a- 
ctions of our life: What ſhall 
we then ſay of our lazy Gams: 
ſters, who ſit long at the Cards 
che Vine and the ſmoke, with- 
out a graiz of Senſe from. 4325 
ner to midnight? becauſe they 
are all of them flothful diverft- 
ons, inactive, and oppos d to Pub- 
lick, Employment ;, ſince thoſe who 
are qualified with Buſineſs , and 

have any thing to do in the worl, 
cannot part with ſuch portions © 

their time to ſo little purpoſe : B 
all which we 8 Eaſe and 
Solitude preſents us with ſome 
pleaſures that are not altogether ſo 
fit for our recreation, and as little 
ſuitable to our reaſon. and ſtoica 
indifferency ; nor ſeldom leis dag- 
erous and ridiculous. in their obs 
jects than the moſt Publick, Employ- | 
ment: For I find that one of the 
| chief 
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prefer dio Solitude. 
chief Prerogatives of our G 
mas (and whom by a =— 


ction to his Argument, he thinks 


ill defin'd by being tearm d a h 
World) is by the advantage of his 
— — Ideas of a thou - 

d Species, never yet in being; 
and to uſe his own eæpreſſion, pro- 
duce more Monſters than Africa 
it ſelf, more Novelties than Azve- 
rica ; to fancy Building, Nawjes, 
Conrts, Cities, and Caſtles in the 
Air. | | | 
On the other fide, do we think 
that men of. Buſineſs never vacate 


to admire the Works of Nature, be- 


cauſe they cls ſo many Works 
of Art ? Any — ſhew'd 
how competent Pbzloſophy is with 
Publick Employment ;, andinſtanc'd 
in as great Perſons as ever-the 
World produce d; and yet I faid 


5 ; nothing of Moſes, learn'd in all Acts 7. 


that Ægypt knew; nor of Solomon, 22. 
nes to 


o 
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Lucan. 


Publick, Employment 
to whom God gave Wiſdom an 
Underſtanding exceeding much 3 
that ſpake of Trees and Plants; of 
Beofts, Fowls, Fiſhes, and Reptiles;: 
thoſe - fruitful ſubjects of natura 
experience; And as to tharaof 
Aftrology, and thoſe other parts of 
Mathematics which he mentions, 
we have deriv'd to us more Sci 
ence from Princes, Chaldean, Ara 
bian, and Agyptians, than from 
all the World beſides. The great 
cæſar was ſo ſkilful, that with ad- 
mirable ſucceſs he reformed the 
Tear, when to perfect that ſub- 
lime knowledge, he was wont 
(even when his Army lay in the 
Field) to ſpend ſo much of his 
time in ſtudious pernoctations. 


- media inter priclia ſemper | 
Stellarum, Celique plagis, ſuperiſue 


vacarit. 49 


| Alphonſus the tenth King of Spain t 


Was 
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preferr d to Solitude. 
was Author of thoſe Fables wlüeh 
adorn his memory to this day: 
And Charles the Second, Emperor 
0 of Germany, was both a profound 
> | Aifronomer and great Mathems- 


x | wciau5: Arts which have been ſo 
> | conſpicuous. and lucky in Princes,” 
and men of the moſt Public Em- 


„ | poyment; as if thoſe high and 
- | lofty Studies did indeed only ap- 
4; | pertain to the higheſt, and maſt 
by ſublime of men. 47-2734 
Butif the unmeaſurable purſuit 
of Riches have plung d ſo many 
great Ones into Vites , and fre- 
quently become their ruine 3 we 
may find more private Perſons, 
is | who neither Built, Feaſted, nor 0 
I eam d, as greedy and oppreſfive; 
I | defrauding even their own bellies, ; 
and living in fteeples, ſqualid Cot- . 


r 


to.) tages and ſordid Corners to grati- t 
e an unſatiable evarice z and that J 
+: have no other teſtimony to prove *% 


in they haveliv'd long, beſides their 
as H 3 Eaſe, 
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Publick Employment 
their avarice, and the nhmber 
their Tears: None to appearance 
perks Wiſe and Religious than theſe 
Iretches, whoſe Apology is com- 
monly their declining of power, 
and contempt of worldly vanities : 
The ſole difference which ſeems to 
be between them, is, that the 
great Rich- an diſpoſes of his 
Eſtate in building ſome auguſt Fa- 
brick or Publick Work; which cul- 
tivates Art, and employs a world 
— r men that earn their breed; 

that the other unprofitably 
1 it up: Beſides, that Cove 
zonſneſs ſeldom goes unaccompa» 
— with other — and exter- 
minating Vices. But the wiſeſt of 
men has ſaid ſo much, and ſo well 
— this Exil acer the Sun, 
that I ſhall only need addreſs you 
to his Book, of Vauities: As for | 
the Recreative part of Solitude 
which he again reſolves here into 

Hunting, Hawking, Angling, * : 
the; 
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the like: Would any man 
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is it more enjoy them than thoſe. 
that can beſt ſupport them? where- 
as they are Pleaſures which for the 
moſt part undo private Perſons, 
and draw expences along with 
them, to the ruine of ſome no in- 
conſiderable Families. 
- For the reſt which he mentions 
as: faul and of fo ill report, I 
cannot ſyppoſe that all Great men 
affect chem,” becauſe I know of 
many who deteſt them; nor that 
all private Perſons uſe them not, 
12 I know of too many which 
The greateſt Perſons of Employ- 
ment are frequently the ſimpleſt 
and plaineſt in their Apparrel, and 
enjoy that prerogative above the 
wearer ſort, that they make their 
Eaſe indeed their Mode, and can :þ 
H 4 adopt "OY 
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Publick, Emeplayment . 2 
adopt it into Faſbi0#\without any 
note of ſingularit : Herein therey 
fore they are worrhy of iavitation5. 
for I ſuppoſe he will not rank the: . 1 
Gellants of the Anti- chambers and 
HeFors of the Town amongſt the 
Garbati and Men of Faſhion in the 
ſenſe of his Eſſay . For my part, I 
take no more notice of theſe gay. 
things, than of ſo many feathers & 
painted K7ixes that the giddy air 
toſſes about; and therefore can- 
not ſo much as conſider them in a 
Paragraph. The ſame may I affirm 
of Food, as of Cloaths : For though. 
great men keep nobler Tables 2 
at leaſt ſnould do) yet no man 
conſtrains them to intemperance; 
and if they be perſons of real ex. 
plopment indeed, they will procure. 
as good an appetite to their meat, 
as thoſe who Thraſh, and do the 
moſt laborious exerciſe : And the 
affairs of many are ſo methodical: * 
and regular, that there is nothing 
E's, more 


do be an Evengeliceland 


more admirable then We 3 
lent 0economy,. beſides . Z 
of their hoſpitality , which. I xs Fin. 3. 


Virtue; not to prætermit the bebe 8 
nefit which gr ce rag 
receives by liberal Tables. z:for. io | 
the Grazier.and the Farmer: are. 
made able to pay their Rents, aſſiſt 
the Publick and Juppore their Fa- 
. wilies, 

So. * when be has dove all, 
and run through all the topics,.of 
his promiſing Frontiſpiece; turn d 
it to all ſedes and ligbis, he is at 
laſt, I find, oblig d to acknow- 
ledge, that Fublicl iy te 

and an ave bife is at leaſt neceſſary, 

—— Preferrable even in his own 
eſtimation of it. For, if (as he 
ſays) i it be the object of our duty, 
it is undoubtedly to be preferr d 
before our choice; ſince the de- 
| pravedneſs of our Nature, tenders: 
that (for the moſt part) amiſs... * 
We ſeldom elect the beſt. He 


He would have men in Employ- | 
went, only he would have them 
drawn to it (like Fears to the ſtake) 
or never to ſerve rheir . Country , 
till it were z as if a Stat 


„ auer a Pilot could be made n 


an inſtant, and emerge 1 Polititi= . 
an, à Secretary of State or a Soul- 
dier like Cincinmatur from the 
Plough: But no man certainly is 
_ an ertificer ſo ſoon : Nen 
x — the — . 
ppoſk there is requir d as much 
dexterity, at leaſt, to the making 
of a State · mam, as to the making 
of 9 — and yet no man ſets 
u U out a an Ap- 

— . Roch IL — 
t pre- 

eending of men to placer of Charge 

in the — 22 without a 4 
2 1 and 
ſolid 4 ” — Fafineſs is the 
bane of States; Men ſhould not 
immoderatcly preſs into employ- 
ment; 


paige 
went; tis a ſacred thing; 
cerns the well- picking — 
body, asnothing 9 
Judicial toit than the ignorant ex- 
of State Haperies, and 


early hopes, and have in — 
— to no mean degrees 
of acceſs;  Hegnſtus, Tyberizs and 
Nero enter d very young into - 
fairs, and Powpty we know: Tre- 
«mph'd betimes: Let men be early 
— Gods hey full men be 
vn for it; t have 
vote, and tvras wittily ſaid of — 
of the Scipiot (hb was another 
young Gemtleman of early matu- 
rity) ſe ſat uu habituruer, f 
— 
be old enaugb, Epeap : 
and accotdingly the peeple thought 
fit to ſend him General into Spare, 
which he reduc'd- into a Zvnter. 
Prov. ace by his valourand diſere · 
tion, 
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Publick Employment. 
tion, when ſo many older men re- 
fus d the charge for the difficulty 
of the enterpriſe, and the wiſcar - 
riage of their predeceſſors: Great 
mem therefore ſhould not like over - 
grown Trees; too much ſhade the 

fubnaſcent plants, and young Imps, 
who. would grow modeſtly under 
their influence ʒ but receive, protect 
and encourage them by inductive 
opportunities & favourable entran- 
ces to inform. and eu their 
good ,: preſerving the more 

— — 4m to the. Aged and 
more Experiene d. This noble and 

worthy Comity of Great mes in 
lace, Plutareh has much commen- 


ded in that excellent diſcourſe of 
ibis, An ſeni gerenda ſit Repub. But 
as I aid, it became not every one 


to aſpire; ſo I cannot but pro- 

nounce it gloriaut to thoſe, who. 

are accompliſſi d for ĩt, and can be 

uſeful to their generation in the moſt 

important affairs, and ä : 
| © 


1 


of the common burthen: But if 
all Wiſe ptrſons who have qualified 
Genius, cannot attain to be (as 
it were) Intelligences in theſe ſub- 
limer Orbe of publick adminiſtra- 
tion; let them gratiſie themſelves 
yet with this, that (as the Philoſo- 
pher ſays) every virtuous man is 4 
Magiſtrate; and that Seneca, Zend, 
Chryſeppus and infinite others, have 
done as much for the public by 
| their Writing, and Converſation 
only, as the greateſt Politicians of 
their times; and withal conſider; 
how difficult a Province he aſſumes; 
who does at all engage himſelf in 
publick, buſineſs , ſince if he go- 
vern zl, he ſhall diſpleaſe God, 
if well, the people: Art leaſt call 
to mind that prudent anſwer of 
Antiſthenes, wh being demanded 
'quomodo ad Rempub. accedendu n? 
ho he ſhould addreſs himſelf to 
public Affairs; replyed,as to the 
Fire ; neither too neer for fear of 
ſcorbeing, 


1 
2 


forehng nor yet too far off left he 
2 wich cold: And I confeſs 
— rage is ſo Axiomatical with 
me, that I know no wediocrity I 
would ſooner recommend to a 
perſon whom I lov'd 5 whileſt as 
to an abſolute and final retreat, 
though it appear indeed. great in 
fory , © provided the A ion 
be not of compulſion, I Id i in 
few caſes approve the Gion; tis 
(as Seneca bs it) Ex vivorum n- 
aero exire antequam morieris, to 
die even before death, and as afteis - 
ward he adds, altinumm malorum - 
Counſol ĩs with the gray bead & for 
men whom Experience in publick 
Affairs has rips d and conſumma- 
ted, to withdraw afide, præſages 
ill: With reverence be it ſpoken; 
No man putting bis hand to that 


Luk. 9:62, Plow, and looking back i L fit for 0 4 


high : a Service. 1 

I know whole advice it is; That 1 
ſince Governors of States, and 
\ wen 


the Want of their influence and 7 
addrefles, to ſolve and difpatch 
| the weighty and knotty affairs of 
State. For thus did the African 
Scipio retire into the Country to 
alay his emulous delaters, and 
ſome others have more valuntarĩ- 
ly receded; but frequently with- 
on ſucceſs NN | 
es Holy-aay;, io, nor de 
ſtance of place protet men 4 
| her n therefore Se- De Trang: 
10 es 725 po ay 5 5 * 
| wit what jiying colours Men 
ee iy jo the greateſt infe- 
4 licities of times, and when it may 
Ii de there js a kind of neceſſit of 
I more caution) mould manage 
1 retreat 


' Publick, Employnient 
Feireat from ackian. But in X 
- mean time let thoſe who defire , 
take their turns, attend, in e 
name of God, till it fairly idvies t 
them; I am not for this 'praps- 
ſtrous rotation ſuggeſted - m;our | 
Eſay; twas born to, Oceana, bd 
I hope ſhall never manage ſcepter, 
fave in her Rowantick Cormod- 
wealth; ſince, ſhould great 2 
foreſee their  Employments were | 
ſure to deteravene in fo ſhort a 
ſpace; the temptation to raping, 
and iujuſtice (Which he there in- 
ſtances in) would prove infinitely | 


fer, et :Frequent changes 


ers, are but like ſo many 

Free, which affect only to 
bells and i invite to be ſqutes 4 
and therefore tas wittily inſin- 
ated by the Apologue, That the Far 
would not fuer the Hedge-hog, to | 
. chaſe away the Flies, and i, 
that ſacked him, left when thoſe 
were replete , more hungry 1 
ſhould 
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 rences ' Contemplation 
Nei, oppos d to thoſe little in- 
rennen, which the 


e oe. 


— and: as leſo; add-eqnnor i in 
his eſtimate be a with: 
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berg deriv'd yoo cu the + "nl 
nicely, according tothe i 
he fo awp! pee for; to des- 

man of his moſt political capa 
1 Et. c. a. (ranking him b th Bees, An 
and Pigeout, who! affect not Tom 
22 —— than 22 


allow hi T N asg 1 I 
tis plain —— fas en to 


flie the congreſs and the corverſat;> | 
en of others, when even Timon was 
not able to endure himſclf alonꝭ 
no, ED man had all chat Nas, | 
ture could afford him to no 


if. 3 would i ner 
the fruits of all his eri faction i 
And verily Solitude is repugnant 
* Nature; and whilſt we abando 
the Society of others, we many 7 
times converſe with the worft 1 
men, our ſelves. But neither 2 7 
li 
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# ſwmbly of Parliament 


2ublick Explozarent and an A@&ive 
Life,which renders us ſo neerly al- 
ly.d.to Virtue, deines and maintains 
our Being, ſupportsSocietys, preſerves 
Kingdoms in 2 eteZFs them 
in Har; has di ſcoer d nem Worlds, 
Nanted the Goſpel,encreaſes Know- 
cage, cultivates Arts, relievet the 
Ricked; and in ſum, without which, 
the whole Univerſe it ſelthad been 
ſtill. but a rude and indigeſted Cdas: 
Or if (to vie Landskips with our 


$ | Celador) you had rather ſee it re- 


ented in Picture: Behold : 
eig ſitting in his auguſt Af: 


” A = * * x, 
 whole- 
* 


12 


is mee — him my 
Lud Chanceller andthe reſt of che 


Lees ſe r Figure to your: e 
creſary of Stafe, making hie - 
arch, and recei vi ——— 
a Stateſman councralplng” ſome . 
pernicious Plot againſt: the: Com- 
mon-wealth: Here a ä — brave- 
ly Embattailing his Ferces and Vat» | 
quiſhing an Ewemy: There u C F 
»y planting an Ifand, and a-bar- | 
barous and ſolitary Nation te- 
duc'd to Civiliny 1 _ Mee 
| Forts, Ships buzlding Howes 
. ty, ſbelter, N and — 
4 In another Table, the poor relieved 
= and fer at work.,*the wakeditlad, : 
# the oppreſi'd deliver d, the Mele: : 
Faclor punjſh'd, the Labourtrii 4 
N ed, and the whole World e 4: 
for the benefit of Markind : aa 
word, behold him in the abereſt 1 
tvſomolance to his Almighty * | 
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ng more publick, ag 
lie always doing. 
"How happy in the mean time 
were it for this ingenious Adven- 
ture, could i it produce us mare ſuch 
examples ;” were they but ſuch as 
himſelf; for... cannot 
bur that be who. rites. ſo Vell, 
mult AG well; and that he who 


declames agaioſt Pwblick, 1 255 
= >] 

—_ 9 a . Top parent * 

were worthy him. Notice: 


. the * TY * con- 

ion only, but of a . 
d and generous f in 
truth I be miſtaken, 1 7 him 
ſtore of Proſelztes , and that we 
had more ſuch ſolnam Gentlemen 
thit could render an account 
of their Retirement, and vat. 
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